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STAAR GRADE 4 MATHEMATICS 
REFERENCE MATERIALS 

LENGTH 

Customary Metric 

1 mile (mi) = 1,760 yards (yd) 

1 yard (yd) = 3 feet (ft) 

1 foot (ft) = 12 inches (in.) 

1 kilometer (km) = 1,000 meters (m) 

1 meter (m) = 100 centimeters (cm) 

1 centimeter (cm) = 10 millimeters (mm) 

VOLUME AND CAPACITY 

Customary Metric 

1 gallon (gal) = 4 quarts (qt) 

1 quart (qt) = 2 pints (pt) 

1 pint (pt) = 2 cups (c) 

1 cup (c) = 8 fluid ounces (fl oz) 

1 liter (L) = 1,000 milliliters (mL) 

WEIGHT AND MASS 

Customary Metric 

1 ton (T) = 2,000 pounds (lb) 

1 pound (lb) = 16 ounces (oz) 

1 kilogram (kg) = 1,000 grams (g) 

1 gram (g) = 1,000 milligrams (mg) 

TIME 

1 year = 12 months 

1 year = 52 weeks 

1 week = 7 days 

1 day = 24 hours 

1 hour = 60 minutes 

1 minute = 60 seconds 
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8
4 
10 

4 
8 
100 

48 
100 

DIRECTIONS
 

Read each question carefully. For a multiple-choice question, determine the 

best answer to the question from the four answer choices provided. For a 

griddable question, determine the best answer to the question. Then fill in the 

answer on your answer document. 

1 Estelle shaded the model below to represent the height of a building that is 
4.8 meters tall. 

Which fraction represents the height of this building in meters? 

A 

B 
48 
50 

C 

D 
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2	 Eric has 158 action figures to put in display cases. Each display case can hold 
8 action figures. How many cases does Eric need to hold all his action figures? 

F 18
 

G 20
 

H 19
 

J 21
 

3 Angle MLN has a measure of 41°. Angle NLP is a right angle. 

N P 

M	 L
 

What is the measure of angle MLP?
 

A 82°
 

B 49°
 

C 180°
 

D 131°
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String Lengths 

Stem
 

1

2
 
3
 

Leaf
 

7 8 9 

1 1 4 6 6 7 9
 
1
 

1 8 means 18 inches.
 

String Lengths
 

Stem
 

1

2
 
3
 

Leaf
 

7 8 9 

1 1 4 6 6 7 9
 
0 1
 

1 8 means 18 inches.
 

4 The list shows the lengths of twelve strings in inches. 

26, 30, 19, 21, 24, 26, 18, 31, 27, 21, 17, 29
 

Which plot represents the data in the list?
 

String Lengths 

16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32
 
Inches
 

F 

String Lengths 

16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32
 
Inches
 

G 

H 

J 
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44 4,400 

66 6,600 

99 9,900 

150 15,000 

44 440 

66 660 

99 990 

150 1,500 

44 404 

66 606 

99 909 

150 1,050 

5 A number sentence is shown below. 

× 10 = 

Which table shows numbers that make the number sentence true? 

A 44 54 

66 76 

99 109 

150 160 

C 

B D
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8 8 

 

2
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3
8 

1
8 
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16 

6 The fraction can be represented by this expression. 

Which fraction belongs in the
 to complete the expression?
 

F 

G 

H 

J 

7	 A basketball team plays 82 games each year. How many games will the team 
play in 25 years? 

A 1,050
 

B 2,040
 

C 2,090
 

D 2,050
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Railway Networks 

Country Length of Railway 
(meters) 

Brazil 28,538,000 
France 29,640,000 
Italy 20,255,000 
Japan 27,182,000 
South Africa 20,192,000 

8 Use the ruler provided to measure the length and width of each rectangle to the 
nearest centimeter. 

What is the difference between the perimeters of these rectangles in centimeters? 

F 3 cm, because 6 3�� = 3 

G 2 cm, because 8 6  =�� 2 

H 4 cm, because 16 �� 12 = 4 

J 1 cm, because 9 8�� = 1 

9 The table below shows the length of the railway network in each of five countries. 

Which list shows these countries in order from shortest to longest railway 
network? 

A France, Brazil, Japan, Italy, South Africa
 

B South Africa, Italy, Japan, Brazil, France
 

C France, South Africa, Italy, Japan, Brazil
 

D South Africa, Italy, Japan, France, Brazil
 

Mathematics 

Page 13 



10	 A factory makes 400 refrigerators every day. The factory makes 125 more stoves 
per day than refrigerators. Which equation can be used to find x, the total 
number of refrigerators and stoves the factory makes in one day? 

F x = 400 + 400 + 125
 

G x = 400 + 125
 

H x = 400 + 400 �� 125
 

J x = 400 �� 125
 

11 Which figure appears to have exactly 1 line of symmetry? 

A C 

B D 
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4
• of the waffles were blueberry.
7
 

1

• of the waffles were chocolate chip.
7 

5 4 1 5
, because  + = 
7 7 7 7
 

12 4 1 5 7 5 12

, because  + = and + = 

7 7 7 7 7 7 7
 

3 4 1 3

, because  �� = 
7 7 7 7
 

2 4 1 5 7 5 2

, because  + = and �� = 
7 7 7 7 7 7 7 

12 Yasmine made waffles for her family. 

• The rest of the waffles did not have blueberries or chocolate chips. 

What fraction of the waffles did not have blueberries or chocolate chips? 

F 

G 

H 

J 
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Favorite School Lunches 

Lunch Choice Tally Frequency 

Pizza llll llll llll ll 
llll llll llll 32 

Hamburger 

Chicken llll llll lll 13 

13	 The frequency table shows the favorite school lunches of some students. The 
table is missing the information for the number of students who chose a 
hamburger. 

The number of students who chose a hamburger is half the number of students 
who chose pizza. How many students chose a hamburger or chicken as their 
favorite school lunch? 

Record your answer and fill in the bubbles on your answer document. Be sure to 
use the correct place value. 

14	 Liza drew a figure on the front of her notebook that has two obtuse angles. Which 
figure could be the one Liza drew? 

F Rectangle
 

G Obtuse triangle
 

H Parallelogram
 

J Right triangle
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15 The list shows the number of trees Isaiah planted in three years. 

• He planted 521 trees in the first year. 
• He planted 387 trees in the second year. 
• He planted 438 trees in the third year. 

Isaiah wants to plant a total of 2,000 trees. How many more trees does Isaiah 
need to plant? 

A 654 

B 1,346 

C 874 

D 764 

16 Which statement about the number 726,483.19 is true?
 

F The digit 9 has a value of (9 × 100).
 

G The digit 4 has a value of (4 × 100).
 

H The digit 8 has a value of (8 × 0.1).
 

J The digit 2 has a value of (2 × 10).
 

17	 Sebastian had a rectangular piece of paper that was 90 mm long and 50 mm 
wide. He cut the paper in half. What is the area of each half of the paper in 
square millimeters? 

A 4,500 square millimeters
 

B 9,000 square millimeters
 

C 2,250 square millimeters
 

D 1,125 square millimeters
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1 2
<

5 4
 

2 1

<

3 2
 

1 2

<

4 10 

1 2
<

3 7 

18 Which comparison is true? 

F 

G 

H 

J 

19	 A geyser is an underground hot spring that shoots water and steam into the air. 
At Yellowstone National Park there is a geyser that erupts once every 44 to 125 
minutes. If the geyser erupted one day at 1:04 P.M., at which time could the 
geyser erupt next? 

A 1:44 P.M.
 

B 3:29 P.M.
 

C 3:05 P.M.
 

D 1:25 P.M.
 

Mathematics 

Page 18 



20 Which triangle appears to be an acute triangle? 

F 

G 

H 

J 

21	 Mark had 45 football cards. Josh had twice as many football cards as Mark. Josh 
then bought 5 more football cards. Which equation can be used to find f, the  
number of football cards Josh has now? 

A 2 × 45 + 5 = f
 

B 2 × 45 �� 5 = f
 

C 2 + 45 × 5 = f
 

D 2 + 45 + 5 = f
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9

12.09 = 12


10
 

9

12.09 = 12


100
 

1

12.90 = 12
 

90
 

90

12.90 = 12


10
 

22 Which equation shows an equivalent decimal and fraction?
 

F 

G 

H 

J 

23 What is the measure of angle XYZ to the nearest degree? 

A 180° 

B 109° 

C 91° 

D 89° 
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24 A number pattern begins with the values shown. 

8, 16, 24, 32, . . . 

Which table correctly represents the relationship between the position of a 
number in the pattern and the value of that number? 

Position Numerical 
Expression Value 

1 1 + 8 9 

2 2 + 8 10 

3 3 + 8 11 

4 4 + 8 12 

F
 

Position Numerical 
Expression Value 

8 8 + 0 8 

16 16 + 0 16 

24 24 + 0 24 

32 32 + 0 32 

G
 

Position Numerical 
Expression Value 

1 1 × 8 8 

2 2 × 8 16 

3 3 × 8 24 

4 4 × 8 32 

H
 

Position Numerical 
Expression Value 

8 8 × 1 8 

16 16 × 1 16 

24 24 × 1 24 

32 32 × 1 32 

J
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25	 Gwen bought an old  table.  She repaired it and  painted it so that it looked  new.  
Then she sold the table. Gwen made this list about what she did. 

• Price paid for old table: $10.00 

• Cost to repair: $5.00 

• Cost to paint: $7.50 

• Selling price: $50.00
 

What was Gwen’s profit from selling the table?
 

A $27.50
 

B $50.00
 

C $22.50
 

D $40.00
 

26	 The distance between Henry’s house and his school is 648 feet. How many yards 
are equivalent to 648 feet? 

Record your answer and fill in the bubbles on your answer document. Be sure to 
use the correct place value. 
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Marisol	 Benito 

Otis	 Angie
 

27 The distances in meters that four students jumped are modeled below. 

Which list shows these distances in order from greatest to least? 

A 1.46 m  1 .5 m  1 .4 m  1 .63 m   

B 1.63 m 1.46 m 1.5 m 1.4 m 

C 1.4 m 1.46 m 1.5 m 1.63 m 

D 1.63 m 1.5 m 1.46 m 1.4 m 

28	 Diane worked 18 hours each week during the summer. She worked a total of 
8 weeks and earned $9 an hour. How much money did Diane earn during the 
summer? 

F $306
 

G $1,296
 

H $156
 

J $1,386
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29	 Some people borrow money to buy cars. They have to make car payments to pay 
back the money they borrowed. What kind of expenses are most car payments? 

A Variable expenses, because the amount usually changes every month
 

B Variable expenses, because the payment is not due every month
 

C Fixed expenses, because the amount is usually the same every month
 

D Fixed expenses, because the car is usually paid for after one month
 

30	 There are 1,092 people who work in an office building. The building has 4 floors, 
and the  same  number of people work on each floor. How  many people work on  
each floor? 

F 273
 

G 223
 

H 373
 

J 348
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31	 Each picture below represents a different amount of money. In which amount of 
money does the digit 8 represent eight cents? 

A


B
 

C
 

D
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32	 Jorge swam a total of 173 minutes during 3 days. He swam the same number of 
minutes each day. Which of the following is the best estimate of the number of 
minutes Jorge swam each day? 

F 60
 

G 40
 

H 20
 

J 30
 

33	 A rug shaped like a rectangle has a width of 3 m. The length of the rug is 2 m 
greater than its width. What is the perimeter of the rug in meters? 

A 10 m
 

B 16 m
 

C 8 m 
  

D 15 m
 

34	 Jana bought 1 hat and 2 skirts. The hat cost $28.53, and the skirts cost $15.88 
each. What was the total cost in dollars and cents of the items Jana bought? 

Record your answer and fill in the bubbles on your answer document. Be sure to 
use the correct place value. 
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75
Mrs. Briones has a pitcher that contains 3 quarts of lemonade. Which decimal 

100
 

35 Garrett has a baseball and a bat like the ones shown in the picture. 

Bat 

Baseball 

Which measurement best describes the length of the bat? 

A 35 in. 

B 35 m 

C 35 ft 

D 35 mm 

36 

is equivalent to this number?
 

F 3.075
 

G 3.75
 

H 0.375
 

J 300.75
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85 185 185 
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185 185 185
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pp85 

37	 Sabra read a total of 185 pages in three days. 

• On the first day, she read 85 pages. 
• On the second and third days, she read the same number of pages. 

Which diagram shows a way to find p, the number of pages Sabra read on the 
third day? 

A 

B


C
 

D 

38	 Tyra opened a new bag of birdseed and filled 3 bird feeders. She put 2,500 grams 
of birdseed into each feeder. There were 1,500 grams of birdseed left in the bag. 
What was the mass of the bag of birdseed in kilograms before Tyra opened it? 

F 4 kg 
  

G 4,000 kg
 

H 9 kg 
  

J 9,000 kg
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3

1 
6
 

3

6
 

1

1 
6 

39 Mrs. Bernstein used parts of two identical rolls of paper to wrap packages. The 
models are shaded to represent the part of each roll of paper she used. 

First roll
 

Second roll
 

What fraction of the rolls of paper did Mrs. Bernstein use to wrap the packages? 

A 

B 

C 

D 

Mathematics 

Page 29 



40 A figure is shown below. 

A B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

Which two line segments appear to be perpendicular? 

F Line segments AG and CD 

G Line segments BC and CD 

H Line segments DE and EF 

J Line segments AG and FG 
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Fudge Sold on Saturday 

1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4 10 1 2 3 4 5
2 2 2 2 2 

Weight (lb) 

Fudge Sold on Saturday 

Weight 
(lb) 

1 
2 

1 1 1 
2 

2 2 1 
2 

3 3 1 
2 

4 4 1 
2 

5 

Tally l llll ll lll llll ll lll l 

Fudge Sold on Saturday
 

Weight 
(lb) 1 4 2 3 0 4 2 3 0 1 

Tally l llll ll lll llll ll lll l 

Fudge Sold on Saturday
 

Weight 
(lb) 

1 
2 

1 1 1 
2 

2 2 1 
2 

3 3 1 
2 

4 4 1 
2 

5 

Tally l llll ll lll l llll ll lll l l 

Fudge Sold on Saturday
 

Weight 
(lb) 

1 
2 

1 1 1 
2 

2 2 1 
2 

3 3 1 
2 

4 4 1 
2 

5 

Tally l llll ll lll llll ll lll l 

41	 A candy store sells fudge by the pound. The dot plot shows the number of 
customers who bought different numbers of pounds of fudge on Saturday. 

Which frequency table represents the same data shown on the dot plot? 

A
 

B
 

C
 

D
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Figure P	 Figure Q Figure R Figure S 

42	 In 2008 the total number of cell phone users in Indonesia was about 
140,578,000. Which expression has the same value as 140,578,000? 

F 100,000,000 + 40,000,000 + 5,000,000 + 700,000 + 80,000 

G 100,000,000 + 40,000,000 + 500,000 + 70,000 + 8,000 

H 10,000,000 + 4,000,000 + 500,000 + 70,000 + 8,000 

J 100,000,000 + 40,000,000 + 500 + 70 + 8 

43	 Four figures are shown. 

Which figures appear to be rectangles? 

A Figures Q and S  

B Figures R and S  

C Figures P and R 

D Figures P and Q 
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2
3

4
9 

44 Sergio completed of a project. Julius completed of an identical project. Each 

student shaded a model to represent the fraction of the project he completed. 

Which student completed more of his project? 

F Sergio completed more, because > 

G Julius completed more, because > 

H Sergio completed more, because > 

J Julius completed more, because > 
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45 Mr. Conrad makes chess pieces. A chess club ordered a set of chess pieces for 
each of its members. 

•	 Each set has 32 chess pieces. 
•	 There are 27 members of the chess club. 
•	 Mr. Conrad put these chess pieces in 6 boxes with the same number of 
pieces in each box. 

How many chess pieces did Mr. Conrad put in each box? 

A 864 

B 192 

C 354 

D 144 
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46 Which angle has a measure closest to 30°? 

F
 

G 

H 

J 
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Number Machine 

Input Output 

1 251 

2 252 

3 253 

4 254 

Input Output+200 

Input Output−1 

Input Output+250 

Input Output+1 

47	 The table shows a relationship between the input numbers and the output 
numbers generated by a number machine. 

Which number machine shows the same relationship as the one shown in the 
table? 

A 

B 

C 

D 
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48 Point X on the number line below represents the height of a puppy in centimeters. 

19
 

X 

16 

15 

What measurement does point X represent on the number line? 

F 16.12 cm 

G 17.2 cm 

H 18.8 cm 

J 17.8 cm 
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STAAR® Grade 4 Mathematics 2016 Release Answer Key 

Item 
Number 

Reporting
Category 

Readiness or 
Supporting 

Content Student 
Expectation 

Process Student 
Expectation 

Correct 
Answer 

1 1 Readiness 4.2(G) 4.1 (A),(B),(E),(F) A 
2 2 Readiness 4.4(H) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) G 
3 3 Supporting 4.7(E) 4.1 (B),(E),(F) D 
4 4 Readiness 4.9(A) 4.1 (A),(B),(D),(F) J 

2 Supporting 4.4(B) 4.1 (B),(D),(F) B 
6 1 Supporting 4.3(A) 4.1 (B),(F) H 
7 2 Supporting 4.4(D) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) D 
8 3 Readiness 4.5(D) 4.1 (B),(C),(E),(G) H 
9 1 Supporting 4.2(C) 4.1 (A),(B),(E),(F) B 

2 Readiness 4.5(A) 4.1 (A),(B),(D),(F) F 
11 3 Supporting 4.6(B) 4.1 (B),(E),(F) B 
12 2 Readiness 4.3(E) 4.1 (A),(B),(G) J 
13 4 Supporting 4.9(B) 4.1 (A),(B),(E),(F) 29 
14 3 Readiness 4.6(D) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) H 

2 Readiness 4.4(A) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) A 
16 1 Readiness 4.2(B) 4.1 (B),(G) G 
17 3 Readiness 4.5(D) 4.1 (A),(B),(C),(F) C 
18 1 Readiness 4.3(D) 4.1 (B),(F) F 
19 3 Readiness 4.8(C) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) C 

3 Supporting 4.6(C) 4.1 (B),(E),(F) G 
21 2 Readiness 4.5(A) 4.1 (A),(B),(D),(F) A 
22 1 Readiness 4.2(G) 4.1 (B),(F) G 
23 3 Readiness 4.7(C) 4.1 (B),(C),(E),(F) D 
24 2 Readiness 4.5(B) 4.1 (B),(D),(F) H 

4 Supporting 4.10(B) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) A 
26 3 Supporting 4.8(B) 4.1 (A),(B),(C),(F) 216 
27 1 Supporting 4.2(F) 4.1 (A),(B),(E),(F) D 
28 2 Readiness 4.4(H) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) G 
29 4 Supporting 4.10(A) 4.1 (A),(B),(G) C 

2 Supporting 4.4(F) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) F 
31 1 Supporting 4.2(E) 4.1 (B),(C),(E),(F) C 
32 2 Supporting 4.4(G) 4.1 (A),(B),(C),(F) F 
33 3 Readiness 4.5(D) 4.1 (A),(B),(C),(F) B 
34 2 Readiness 4.4(A) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) 60.29 

3 Supporting 4.8(A) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) A 
36 1 Readiness 4.2(G) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) G 
37 2 Readiness 4.5(A) 4.1 (A),(B),(D),(F) D 
38 3 Readiness 4.8(C) 4.1 (A),(B),(C),(F) H 
39 2 Readiness 4.3(E) 4.1 (A),(B),(D),(F) D 

3 Supporting 4.6(A) 4.1 (B),(E),(F) G 
41 4 Readiness 4.9(A) 4.1 (A),(B),(D),(F) A 
42 1 Readiness 4.2(B) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) G 
43 3 Readiness 4.6(D) 4.1 (B),(E),(F) C 
44 1 Readiness 4.3(D) 4.1 (A),(B),(E),(G) F 

2 Readiness 4.4(H) 4.1 (A),(B),(F) D 
46 3 Readiness 4.7(C) 4.1 (B),(C),(E),(F) H 
47 2 Readiness 4.5(B) 4.1 (B),(D),(F) C 
48 1 Supporting 4.2(H) 4.1 (A),(B),(D),(F) G 
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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 
Then  fill  in  the answer on your answer document.  

The Puppy Bowl 
1	 Months before Puppy Bowl IX was televised, the stars of the show 
arrived in New York City, where the big event is filmed. There, in a 
film studio, 63 puppies, 21 kittens, 9 hedgehogs, and 6 hamsters 
participated in the 2013 Puppy Bowl. With their big eyes and clumsy 
ways, puppies are very cute to watch on a football field. Audiences 
agree. The Puppy Bowl has become an annual event, drawing as 
many as 12.4 million viewers. 

Play by Play 

2	 The Puppy Bowl began in 2005 when the cable channel Animal Planet 
had a problem. Each year more than 100 million Americans stopped 
everything to watch the Super Bowl, the biggest football game of the 
year. This left few viewers to watch the shows on Animal Planet on 
the day of the Super Bowl. The cable channel decided to create a 
show that viewers would find interesting. 

Trying to Score a Point for the Team 
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3	 Many people liked the idea of a Puppy Bowl. It is like a real football 
game in many ways. The Puppy Bowl is played in a stadium with 
footballs. However, the stadium is much smaller than a regular 
football stadium. In fact, it is closer to the size of a school classroom. 
And the footballs used in the Puppy Bowl aren’t real footballs. They 
are chew toys of different shapes and sizes. Like a real football field, 
the Puppy Bowl stadium has field goals in the end zones, a green field 
that is marked with lines, and advertisements posted on the 
surrounding walls. Of course, there is a major difference between the 
Super Bowl and the Puppy Bowl. The Puppy Bowl is played by 
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puppies, not humans. But that’s not all. The Puppy Bowl has an 
entertaining halftime show performed by kittens. For the 2013 show, 
hamsters operated a blimp camera, and hedgehogs were the 
cheerleaders. 

Picking Puppy Players 

4	 Animal shelters throughout the country send in pictures of their 
puppies, hoping one will be chosen. Each puppy is photographed next 
to a soda can so that the judges can see its size. Puppies are typically 
between 8 and 16 weeks old, and each puppy is available for 
adoption. Petfinder.com, an organization that helps people find pets, 
picks the players based on cuteness and their ability to play well with 
others. 

5	 Once the puppies are chosen, they are flown to New York City and 
taken to a film studio. Many volunteers are waiting at the studio to 
welcome the puppies, kittens, and other animal participants in the 
Puppy Bowl. 

Puppy Protection 

6	 At the studio, camera crews film the puppies and other animals in 
action. While the Puppy Bowl is being recorded, the puppies and other 
animals are well cared for by all the volunteers and crew members. In 
addition, a veterinarian examines each puppy before it goes on 
camera and gives medical care that might be needed during the 
game. A worker from the Humane Society supervises all play. The 
puppies are filmed for only 20 minutes at a time to make sure that 
they stay safe and enjoy themselves. 

7	 To make the game fair, the puppies are divided into groups so that 
they play with puppies their own size. Even though puppies do not 
know how to play football, they seem to have fun on the field. There 
are puppy tug-of-war contests, puppies tripping over their own feet, 
and puppies falling into the water bowl, as well as puppies that seem 
confused and simply sit on the field. 
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Which way do we go? 
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8	 A referee watches the puppies during the game and stops the game 
when necessary. If a puppy drags a toy to the end of the field, the 
referee announces a touchdown. Volunteers cheer when they hear the 
news. A puppy that gets too playful on the field may have to take a 
break. A puppy that falls asleep gets a time-out. And when there is a 
“personal foul,” a volunteer quickly grabs some paper towels to soak 
up the puddle! 

9	 The staff members at Animal Planet enjoy
 
the company of the puppies until the camera
 
crews have collected many hours of film.
 
Then they review the film and select the
 
cutest moments to share with viewers of the
 
Puppy Bowl.
 

Everyone Wins 

10	 In addition to the cuteness and fun, the 
Puppy Bowl has a serious side. All the 
puppies, kittens, and other animals come 
from animal shelters. And by the end of the 
Puppy Bowl each year, all of them are 
adopted. But that’s not all. Petfinder.com 
reports that the Puppy Bowl increases the 

Fumble, the 2012 Puppy 
Bowl’s Most Valuable 

Puppy, with His 
New Owner 
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eroverall number of adoptions nationwide. The 

Puppy Bowl is always a fun day with a happy 
ending for both animals and humans. 
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1	 Which detail from the selection supports the idea that people enjoy watching the 
Puppy Bowl? 

A Animals are filmed months before the Super Bowl takes place.
 

B The Puppy Bowl is seen by as many as 12.4 million viewers every year.
 

C Animal shelters throughout the country send pictures of animals.
 

D The Puppy Bowl can be seen on the same day as the Super Bowl.
 

2 The main purpose of this selection is to — 

F compare football players with puppies 

G describe how puppies learned to play a human sport 

H persuade the reader to adopt a pet from an animal shelter 

J provide facts about a popular animal show 

3	 Which sentence from the selection expresses the author’s opinion? 

A	 With their big eyes and clumsy ways, puppies are very cute to watch on a 
football field. 

B	 The cable channel decided to create a show that viewers would find
 
interesting.
 

C	 Of course, there is a major difference between the Super Bowl and the Puppy 
Bowl. 

D	 Petfinder.com reports that the Puppy Bowl increases the overall number of 
adoptions nationwide. 
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4 What do all the Puppy Bowl participants have in common?
 

F They are all the same breed.
 

G They are all the same size.
 

H They are all used to playing games.
 

J They are all available for adoption.
 

5 Read the following information about the origin of the word supervise.
 

from the Latin super- + vidŋre, meaning “to see” 

This information helps the reader know that the word supervises in paragraph 6 
means — 

A encourages 

B judges 

C determines 

D watches
 

6 The author organizes the information in paragraph 3 by — 

F explaining why a game played by puppies is better than the same game 
played by humans 

G listing the reasons a cable channel created a show with puppies 

H comparing the puppy football game with a real football game 

J showing all the ways that puppy football is entertaining to watch 
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7 One of the main goals of the Puppy Bowl is to — 

A promote finding new homes for different kinds of pets 

B encourage the public to spend more time watching real football 

C encourage viewers to play games with their own pets 

D show that puppies can do many of the same things humans do 

8	 Which section of the selection contains information about how veterinarians help 
with the Puppy Bowl? 

F Play by Play
 

G Picking Puppy Players
 

H Puppy Protection
 

J Everyone Wins
 

9 What is the best summary of the selection? 

A	 The Puppy Bowl gathers animals from across the country and films them for a 
show that airs on the cable channel Animal Planet. The 2013 show included 
puppies, kittens, hamsters, and hedgehogs playing a kind of football game. 

B	 The cable channel Animal Planet created the Puppy Bowl to air on the day of 
the Super Bowl. The show brings together animals from shelters across the 
country so they can participate in a football game. Viewers are encouraged to 
adopt the show participants. 

C	 When the cable channel Animal Planet realized that viewers were leaving the 
channel to watch the Super Bowl, a show was created to bring viewers back. 
The show is called the Puppy Bowl. It features puppies and other animals. 

D	 The Puppy Bowl is filmed in a studio for the cable channel Animal Planet. 
Puppies are filmed playing a version of football. Kittens, hamsters, and 
hedgehogs have also been featured on the show. 
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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 
Then  fill  in  the answer on your answer document.  

The Spelling Test 
by Suzy Kline 

Characters 

NARRATOR
 

HERBIE JONES
 

MISS PINKHAM
 

MR. JONES
 

OLIVIA JONES
 

ANNABELLE LOUISA HODGEKISS
 

1 [Settings: Miss Pinkham’s third-grade classroom; Herbie’s house.] 

2 [Time: One week in March.] 

3	 MISS PINKHAM: As a special bonus this week, I have a challenge 
for the whole class. If you can learn to spell your name, address, 
town, state and zip code correctly, I will mail you a postcard saying 
congratulations. 

4	 HERBIE: Hmmmmmm, I know I usually don’t study my spelling 
words, but . . .  gee, that postcard would be good news for Dad to find 
in the mail. 

5	 NARRATOR: Herbie’s dad works the night shift at an airplane 
factory, and the first thing he does when he gets up around 2:00 P.M. 
is look in the mailbox. 

6 HERBIE: I can hear him now . . .  

7 MR. JONES: Bills! Bills! Bills! There’s nothing but bills! 

8 HERBIE: I can do something about that. 

9	 NARRATOR: As soon as Herbie got home that afternoon, he 
practiced writing his spelling words on the dusty coffee table. His 
sister Olivia was shocked. 

10 OLIVIA: What are you doing? 

11 HERBIE: Studying. 

12 OLIVIA: Studying? Since when? 
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13 HERBIE: Since I got my spelling list. How do you study spelling?
 

14 OLIVIA: You’re asking my advice about something? 

15 HERBIE: Well, you do make better grades than I do. 

16 OLIVIA: Well, Herbie, I write the words down . . .  

17 HERBIE: Yeah? 

18 OLIVIA: . . . and I say them to myself. That’s about it. No biggie. 

19 HERBIE: What if you have a tough word like Laurel? I keep getting 
the a and u mixed up, and I never remember which one comes first. 
The same thing happens with the o and u in pound. 

20 OLIVIA: Oh! In that case you think of something like APES USE 
RADISHES for the a-u-r in Laurel, and OH UNICORN for the o-u in 
pound. 

21 HERBIE: APES USE RADISHES! OH UNICORN! Why didn’t I think of 
that? 

22 NARRATOR: That week, Herbie carried his spelling list with him 
wherever he went. He practiced writing his words on paper, on frosty 
car windows, on his mother’s meatloaf—before it went in the 
oven—and in the gravel on the school playground. At 11:00 A.M. on 
Friday, Miss Pinkham passed out the white lined paper. 

23 MISS PINKHAM: Put your name and date on the first highway. 

24 NARRATOR: Miss Pinkham always referred to the blue lines on the 
paper as highways. When Annabelle Louisa Hodgekiss finished writing 
her name and date neatly, she sat back in her chair. 

25 ANNABELLE: I didn’t even have to study—these words are a cinch. 

26 MISS PINKHAM: Boys and girls, those of you who want to try for 
the spelling bonus may do so now. Write your full name, address, 
town, state and zip code. 

27 NARRATOR: Very carefully, Herbie printed his street address. When 
he came to his zip code, Herbie was in trouble. 

28 HERBIE: 0 . . . 6 . . . 7 . . . 9 . . . What  is that  last number of my zip 
code? 

29 MISS PINKHAM: Pass your papers in, please. 
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30 HERBIE: What is that number?
 

31 MISS PINKHAM: Herbie! You are keeping the entire class.
 

32 HERBIE: 0 . . . 6 . . . 7 . . . 9 . . . ? 
  

33 MISS PINKHAM: Herbie Jones, if you don’t hand me your paper by
 
the time I count to three . . .  

34 HERBIE: THREE! That’s it! 

35 NARRATOR: Annabelle raised her hand. 

36 ANNABELLE: Miss Pinkham, I can’t wait to get my postcard in the 
mail tomorrow. Can’t you tell us now who got one hundred percent? 

37 MISS PINKHAM: Looking through this stack of papers, I wonder if 
anyone got one hundred percent. 

38 NARRATOR: Saturday afternoon Herbie sat on his porch and waited. 
And watched . . . for  the  mail.  

39 HERBIE: Is that him coming around the corner? It is! It’s the 
mailman! 

40 NARRATOR: Herbie raced into the house and grabbed a book off the 
coffee table. It was Ten Days to Slimmer Thighs. Mr. Jones, who had 
just shaved, walked toward the door. Herbie looked up and noticed he 
still had some soap around his ears. 

41 HERBIE: Morning, Dad. 

42 MR. JONES: Morning, Herbie. Nice to see you reading. Guess I 
better check on the mail. [Starts to groan.] Let’s see, what’s in this 
mess . . . W histleman’s Department Store, Occupant. HEY, HERBIE! 

43 HERBIE: [Hopeful.] Yeah? 

44 MR. JONES: You got a postcard. Your teacher said you were the only 
student to get a hundred percent on your spelling bonus. 

45 HERBIE: YAHOO! 

46 MR. JONES: That’s the best news I’ve found in the mail in a long 
time. 

47 NARRATOR: Monday morning right after the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Miss Pinkham asked . . .  
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48 MISS PINKHAM: Will the one person who received the ONLY
 
postcard please rise? 

49 NARRATOR: Everyone looked at Annabelle. 

50 ANNABELLE: I . . . I  forgot to capitalize Connecticut. 

51 ALL: Who got the postcard? 

52 HERBIE: [Stands up and raises hand.] Me. 

53 ALL: HERBIE JONES? 

54 MISS PINKHAM: Herbie’s paper Friday was outstanding. I think we 
should give him a big round of applause for his achievement. 

55 ALL: [Clap.] 

© Suzy Kline 
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10 What lesson does Herbie learn in this play?
 

F Finding humor in a difficult task makes it more enjoyable.
 

G Depending on help from others is often challenging.
 

H Performing well all the time is impossible.
 

J Success is possible through hard work.
 

11	 Annabelle asks Miss Pinkham about the grades immediately after the test because 
Annabelle — 

A thinks everyone in the class should know she did well on the test
 

B believes that she made a perfect score on the test
 

C wants Miss Pinkham to recognize how much she studied for the test
 

D knows that her address is the most difficult to spell
 

12 The word cinch in paragraph 25 refers to something that is — 

F easy 

G unusual 

H similar 

J interesting 
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13 The stage directions in paragraphs 42 and 43 are included to help — 

A make the play humorous 

B create suspense 

C show a new problem 

D introduce a new character 

14 Herbie’s reaction when he learns about Olivia’s study method shows that he is — 

F certain that Olivia is making fun of the way he studies 

G jealous that Olivia always makes better grades than he does 

H surprised to learn that the plan is very simple 

J eager to demonstrate some of his own study habits 

15 Why does the playwright include a narrator in this play? 

A To make the main character’s conflict seem more suspenseful 

B To help the audience understand what the characters are thinking 

C To assist the main characters in figuring out how to solve a problem 

D To give the audience details about the characters’ actions in the scene 
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16 Read the dictionary entry for the word keep.
 

keep \ıkēp\ verb 
1. to take care of 
2. to save 
3. to hold back 
4. to control 

Which definition best fits the way the word keeping is used in paragraph 31? 

F Definition 1 

G Definition 2 

H Definition 3 

J Definition 4 

17 The narrator’s lines in paragraph 9 are important to the play because they — 

A show that Herbie is serious about studying for his spelling test 

B describe Herbie’s favorite method of studying for spelling tests 

C explain why Olivia is surprised to see Herbie studying for a spelling test 

D show that Olivia wants to help Herbie do well on his spelling test 
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Read the next two selections. Then choose the best answer to 
each question. 

A Book for Jonah 
1	 A six-year-old boy named Dylan Siegel wanted to help his friend 
Jonah, who has a rare liver disease. Jonah’s disease is so uncommon 
that only one in every million people have it. Scientists are doing 
research to find a cure for the disease. Dylan told his parents that he 
wanted to raise money to help pay for research. His parents 
suggested having a bake sale or setting up a lemonade stand, but he 
had another idea. 

2	 Dylan grabbed his pencil and wrote a 16-page book titled Chocolate 
Bar. The idea for his book came from a phrase that Dylan and Jonah 
created. The phrase is “so chocolate bar.” It means “so cool” or “so 
awesome.” In the book, Dylan writes about some of his favorite 
things, like swimming and going to the beach. He writes that each 
experience is “so chocolate bar.” 

Dylan Siegel wrote a book to help his 
friend who has a liver disease. 
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3	 Soon the book was printed. Dylan, his family, and his friends worked 
hard to prepare for the book sale. At a special event at the boys’ 
school, Dylan told everyone about the book. A grocery store provided 
chocolate bars to be sold at the school to raise more money for 
Jonah. Dylan sold all 200 copies of his book and 100 candy bars, 
making $5,000 in just a few hours. 

4	 That was just the start. The boys appeared on TV shows to talk about 
the book. They went to a bookstore in California and signed the books 
that people bought. At the book signing they made even more money. 
And a website that tells about Jonah’s disease also has copies of the 
book for sale. 

Dylan and Jonah with a Copy of 
Chocolate Bar 
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5	 So far, Chocolate Bar has raised several hundred thousand dollars. 
Dylan’s goal is a million dollars. He gives all the money to the 
University of Florida College of Medicine, where doctors are trying to 
find a cure for this disease. 

6	 Dylan enjoys helping Jonah. Dylan says that helping a friend is “so 
chocolate bar!” 
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Fruit for All
 
1	 One day in 2010 a high school student named Zach Selby found out 
about a way to help people who need food. The organizations he 
learned about take extra fruit from fruit trees and give it to local food 
banks.1 Zach decided he could start his own group in his California 
neighborhood. He called the group Fruit For All. 

Zach Selby, Founder of 
Fruit For All 
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2	 To make Fruit For All successful, Zach needed eager volunteers and 
trees loaded with fruit. Zach asked community members to call or 
contact him online and let him know whether they had trees with 
extra fruit. Initially, it was difficult to find people who were willing to 
contribute the fruit on their trees. But as news of Zach’s idea spread, 
people contacted him. Soon, Fruit For All was really “growing”! 

3	 With the help of his brother Jackson and other volunteers, Zach has 
gathered and donated more than 70,000 pounds of fruit to local food 
banks. The group usually works on the weekends, and the volunteers 
travel as far as 20 miles from Zach’s house. The volunteers usually 
gather about 500 pounds of fruit each weekend. But one weekend 
they collected over 2,000 pounds of fruit! 

4	 Fruit For All also has a website that explains the group’s goal, which is 
to inspire people to help. Visitors to the website learn three ways they 
can get involved. They can allow volunteers to pick fruit from their 

1A food bank is a place that collects food and gives it to people who need it. 
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trees. They can volunteer to pick fruit. And they can start a Fruit For 
All group in their area. People who are interested can also use the 
website to ask Zach and Jackson questions and post comments. 

5	 With help from groups like Fruit For All, more people are able to enjoy 
delicious fresh fruit every day. 

Fruit For All volunteers pick fruit. 
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Use “A Book for Jonah” (pp. 15–16) to answer questions 18–22. Then fill in 
the answers on your answer document. 

18 What was the main reason Dylan’s book was a success?
 

F People wanted to help Dylan and Jonah.
 

G It showed what a chocolate bar meant to Dylan.
 

H People were curious about Dylan’s favorite activities.
 

J It revealed what Jonah likes best about Dylan.
 

19 Dylan and Jonah use the phrase “so chocolate bar” to describe — 

A events that raise money for Jonah 

B experiences that they enjoy 

C places that sell Dylan’s book 

D ways to make someone feel better 

20 Why did the author include the information in paragraph 4? 

F To explain how so many people heard about Dylan’s mission 

G To tell why the two friends were asked to be on TV shows 

H To describe a place Dylan got to visit because of the book 

J To reveal what information can be found on Dylan and Jonah’s website 
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21 What is the best summary of paragraphs 1 through 3? 

A	 Dylan Siegel’s friend Jonah has a liver disease. Dylan wrote a book called 
Chocolate Bar to sell at school. A grocery store provided chocolate bars for 
Dylan to sell. 

B	 Dylan Siegel wanted to write a book titled Chocolate Bar about going to the 
beach and other things he enjoys. After he wrote the book, he sold copies of it 
at school. He also sold chocolate bars from a grocery store. 

C	 Dylan Siegel wanted to raise money for his friend Jonah. Dylan’s parents had 
ideas about some ways that he could raise money. He worked with people to 
sell a book he wrote. 

D	 Dylan Siegel wanted to help his friend Jonah, who has a liver disease. Dylan 
wrote a book titled Chocolate Bar. Copies of the book and chocolate bars 
donated by a grocery store were sold to raise money for Jonah. 

22 Which detail from the article suggests that many people want to help Jonah?
 

F The book describes some of Dylan’s experiences.
 

G The scientists at a university need to do some research.
 

H Dylan’s book has raised several hundred thousand dollars.
 

J Dylan’s parents provided ideas about how to raise money.
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Use “Fruit for All” (pp. 17–18) to answer questions 23–26. Then fill in the 
answers on your answer document. 

23	 The reader can infer that people with busy schedules can still help Fruit For All 
by — 

A starting a group in their own neighborhood
 

B helping collect fruit from people who have extra
 

C allowing volunteers to pick fruit from their trees
 

D asking other people to become volunteers
 

24 In paragraph 2, the word initially means — 

F at first 

G carefully 

H always 

J without help 

25	 Which information on the Fruit For All website would be most useful to someone 
who wants to help but lives far away from Zach’s community? 

A How to start a group
 

B The different fruits the group accepts
 

C The steps necessary to get volunteers to pick fruit
 

D How to help pick fruit
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26 One problem Zach faced after he started Fruit For All was —
 

F collecting fruit from people who lived miles away 

G getting enough people to participate in his project 

H finding enough time during the week to volunteer 

J keeping up with information on the website 
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Use “A Book for Jonah” and “Fruit for All” to answer questions 27–30. Then 
fill in the answers on your answer document. 

27	 Dylan in “A Book for Jonah” and Zach in “Fruit for All” would most likely agree 
that — 

A children can help people more than adults can 

B using technology is the only way to inform people 

C schools should support people in the community who are in need 

D it is easier to accomplish a goal with the support of friends and family 

28	 Dylan’s plan in “A Book for Jonah” differs from Zach’s plan in “Fruit for All” 
because Dylan’s plan involves — 

F giving to others 

G people in the community 

H creating something to sell 

J providing information on a website 

29	 Paragraph 5 of “A Book for Jonah” and paragraph 3 of “Fruit for All” are similar 
because the paragraphs — 

A provide details about Dylan’s and Zach’s achievements 

B give information about how others can support Dylan and Zach 

C describe how Dylan and Zach thought of their ideas 

D explain how other people learn about Dylan’s and Zach’s ideas 
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30	 What is one way that Dylan in “A Book for Jonah” and Zach in “Fruit for All” are 
different? 

F	 Dylan has reached his original goal, but Zach is still working toward achieving 
his goal. 

G	 Dylan plans to write another book about chocolate, but Zach wants to limit the 
amount of fruit his group collects. 

H	 Dylan receives support from his community, but Zach receives support from 
his family. 

J	 Dylan’s idea resulted from wanting to help a friend, but Zach’s idea came from 
learning about other organizations. 
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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 
Then  fill  in  the answer on your answer document.  

A girl named Pacy is the narrator of this story. She is taking her first trip 
to Taiwan with her parents, her younger sister Ki-Ki, and her older sister 
Lissy. They already have boarded the airplane. 

Copyright restrictions prevent the excerpt from 
Dumpling Days from being displayed in this 
format. Please refer to Dumpling Days by 
Grace Lin, accessible at your local library. 
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Copyright restrictions prevent the excerpt from 
Dumpling Days from being displayed in this 
format. Please refer to Dumpling Days by 
Grace Lin, accessible at your local library. 
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31 Read paragraph 7.
 

“Yeah, but why does it have to be a trip 
to Taiwan?” I asked. “Why couldn’t it be 
a trip to Hawaii? Or California? At least 
then we could’ve seen Melody!” 

What can the reader tell about Pacy based on these details?
 

A Pacy does not want to go anywhere without Melody. 

B Pacy thinks the whole family wants to visit her friend Melody. 

C Pacy thinks she should be able to decide where the family goes. 

D Pacy does not understand why her parents are taking the family to Taiwan.
 

32 What do Dad’s comments to the family in paragraphs 14 and 18 show about him?
 

F He misses his homeland.
 

G He wants to move back to Taiwan.
 

H He feels guilty because he left Taiwan.
 

J He worries about visiting his homeland.
 

33 In paragraph 19, the word last means —
 

A to remember an important decision 

B to make it through a difficult situation 

C to think about a different way of doing something 

D to look forward to a new experience
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34	 The author included the simile in paragraph 13 to suggest that Pacy’s school 
vacations — 

F are no longer fun for her
 

G have gotten longer
 

H allow her time to play with her sisters
 

J make her think of her friends
 

35 Pacy’s conversation on the plane shows that she feels — 

A nervous 

B surprised 

C frustrated 

D embarrassed 

36	 What is the best summary of the story? 

F	 Pacy and her family are flying on an airplane. They will be away from home 
for 28 days. Pacy feels like her trip will take all summer. 

G	 Pacy and her two sisters are wearing matching pink dresses. They are going 
on a long trip to Taiwan. Their father says Taiwan is an island of treasure. 

H	 Pacy and her family are flying to Taiwan for a vacation. Pacy’s parents are 
from Taiwan. The parents are excited about showing their family where they 
are from, but Pacy would rather be somewhere else. 

J	 Pacy and her family are taking a long family vacation. Pacy’s father talks 
about their trip. Pacy worries about being away from home for such a long 
time and wishes they were going to see her friend instead. 
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37 Read these sentences from paragraph 5.
 

Whenever people passed us, they smiled 
and I didn’t blame them. We looked 
ridiculous, like plastic birds in a flock of 
flying ducks. 

Pacy’s comparison of the sisters to plastic birds suggests that she thinks — 

A	 she and her sisters look like they are experienced travelers 

B	 she and her sisters stand out because of what they are wearing 

C	 other people look past the sisters because they blend in with the other 
travelers 

D	 other people can tell that the sisters are not happy about having to take this 
trip 
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so ing ar

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 
Then  fill  in  the answer on your answer document.  

Flying Lesson 
by Joyce Sidman 

This time, Father says,
 
he will not bring me my dinner.
 
This time
 
he will let it fall,
 

5 and I must try to catch it. 

Flying, Father says,
 
is like seeing the air.
 
Not just the blue shimmer,
 
not just the bright clouds,
 

10	 but the air itself 
as it swells and swirls 
around our rocky cliff. 

To show me,
 
he leaps from the nest,
 

15	 gathers the wind in his wings, 
and dives. 
He comes up dangling dinner 
between his claws. 

He calls to me: 
20 Now! Fly! 

Because I love him,
 
because he says to,
 
because I want with all my heart
 
to catch that bait,
 

25	 I tumble out: 
flapping, 
dropping, 

into the blue, shimmering air
 
30 that I can almost see.
 

© Joyce Sidman, from Just Us Two: Poems about Animal Dads (Millbrook 2000). 
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38 What can the reader conclude from the action in the third stanza?
 

F Father makes flying look easy to the young bird.
 

G Father wants to prove that he is better at flying than the young bird.
 

H Father catches dinner for the young bird, even though he said he wouldn’t.
 

J Father thinks that the young bird isn’t ready to fly.
 

39 Read this dictionary entry for the word call.
 

Which definition best matches the way the word calls is used in line 19?
 

A Definition 1 

B Definition 2 

C Definition 3 

D Definition 4
 

40 What is the main message of the poem? 

F It is important to practice new skills. 

G It is sometimes difficult to be patient. 

H Trying something new takes courage. 

J Exploring nature can be fun. 
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41 The fourth stanza contains only two lines because the poet wants to show that — 

A this is an important moment 

B the setting has changed 

C the poem contains dialogue 

D this is an event that happened in the past 

42 The poem is mostly about — 

F becoming independent 

G being the best 

H feeling a sense of belonging 

J being generous 

43 In line 28, why is the word “soaring” written the way it is? 

A To make the ending of the poem surprising 

B To show that the young bird caught its dinner 

C To make the poem more fun to read 

D To show that the young bird is flying 
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44 The structure of the poem helps the reader know that it is — 

F lyrical 

G humorous 

H rhyming 

J free verse 
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Item 
Number 

Reporting
Category 

Readiness or 
Supporting 

Content Student 
Expectation 

Correct 
Answer 

1 3 Readiness 4.11(A) B 
2 3 Readiness 4.10 Fig. 19(D) J 
3 3 Supporting 4.11(B) A 
4 3 Readiness 4.11(A) J 

1 Readiness 4.2(A) D 
6 3 Readiness 4.11(C) H 
7 3 Readiness 4.11 Fig. 19(D) A 
8 3 Readiness 4.11(D) H 
9 3 Readiness 4.11 Fig. 19(E) B 

2 Supporting 4.3 Fig. 19(D) J 
11 2 Supporting 4.5 Fig. 19(D) B 
12 1 Readiness 4.2(B) F 
13 2 Supporting 4.5(A) B 
14 2 Supporting 4.5 Fig. 19(D) H 

2 Supporting 4.5(A) D 
16 1 Readiness 4.2(E) H 
17 2 Supporting 4.5 Fig. 19(D) A 
18 3 Readiness 4.11 Fig. 19(D) F 
19 3 Readiness 4.11(A) B 

3 Readiness 4.10 Fig. 19(D) F 
21 3 Readiness 4.11(A) D 
22 3 Readiness 4.11 Fig. 19(D) H 
23 3 Readiness 4.11 Fig. 19(D) C 
24 1 Readiness 4.2(B) F 

3 Readiness 4.11 Fig. 19(D) A 
26 3 Readiness 4.11(A) G 
27 1 Readiness 4.19(F) D 
28 1 Readiness 4.19(F) H 
29 1 Readiness 4.19(F) A 

1 Readiness 4.19(F) J 
31 2 Readiness 4.6(A) D 
32 2 Readiness 4.6(B) F 
33 1 Readiness 4.2(B) B 
34 2 Supporting 4.8(A) F 

2 Readiness 4.6(B) C 
36 2 Readiness 4.6 Fig. 19(E) H 
37 2 Supporting 4.8(A) B 
38 2 Supporting 4.4 Fig. 19(D) F 
39 1 Readiness 4.2(E) B 

2 Supporting 4.3 Fig 19(D) H 
41 2 Supporting 4.4(A) A 
42 2 Supporting 4.3 Fig 19(D) F 
43 2 Supporting 4.4(A) D 
44 2 Supporting 4.4(A) J 
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WRITTEN COMPOSITION: Expository
 

READ the information in the box below.
 

No matter how old we are, we can always have fun.
 

THINK about the fun things you get to do as a fourth grader. 

WRITE about one reason you like being in the fourth grade. Tell what you like and 
explain why you like it. 

Be sure to — 

• clearly state your central idea
 

• organize your writing
 

• develop your writing in detail 

• choose your words carefully 

• use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences 
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USE THIS PREWRITING PAGE TO
 
PLAN YOUR COMPOSITION.
 

MAKE SURE THAT YOU WRITE YOUR COMPOSITION ON 
THE LINED PAGE IN THE ANSWER DOCUMENT. 
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USE THIS PREWRITING PAGE TO
 
PLAN YOUR COMPOSITION.
 

MAKE SURE THAT YOU WRITE YOUR COMPOSITION ON 
THE LINED PAGE IN THE ANSWER DOCUMENT. 
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REVISING
 
AND
 

EDITING
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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 
Then  fill  in  the answer on your answer document.  

Claire wrote this story about a boy who overcame a fear. Read Claire’s 
story and look for the revisions she needs to make. When you finish 
reading, answer the questions that follow. 
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Now or Never 

(1) Jared felt dizzy as he looked over the cliff. (2) The ground 

seemed to be a long way down. (3) His camp counselor, Andrea, smiled 

up at him. (4) She gave Jared a thumbs-up. (5) Jared gulped. (6) He 

still wasn’t sure he could do this. 

(7) All week at camp Jared had eyed the tall cliff. (8) He had seen 

other campers rappelling down the side of it. (9) It looked so cool—but 

so scary at the same time! (10) Jared wanted to do it, and it was to 

rappel. 
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(11) Now Jared was hooked up to a rope by a complicated mass of 

straps. (12) He was at the top of the cliff with him, saying something 

about how strong the rope was. (13) He explained that Jared didn’t need 

to be afraid because the rope and straps would hold an elephant. 

(14) “Nice to know,” Jared said. (15) At the bottom of the cliff, Andrea 

was also connected to the rope. 

(16) It was time. (17) “Now or never,” Jared thought. 

(18) Keeping his eyes on the counselor at the top, he slowly leaned back. 

(19) He felt the strong, straight rope in his hands. (20) Jared gripped it 

tightly and leaned out as far as he could stretch. (21) Step, step, 

step—his feet took turns creeping down the side of the cliff. (22) He was 

doing it! (23) Jared was actually rappelling! (24) He made his way 

steadily down. (25) A grin began to spread over his face. (26) He went 

faster and faster until his last step was more like a jump. (27) Jared 

suddenly realized that he had made it to the bottom. (28) His legs were 

still a bit shaky as he gave Andrea a high five. (29) But Jared knew 

exactly what his first words would be now that he had made it down. 
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1	 Claire wants to strengthen the focus of her story. Which of the following is the 
BEST replacement for sentence 10? 

A Being at camp had been a wonderful experience for Jared and the other kids.
 

B Jared was sometimes a little afraid to do things he had never done before.
 

C Today was Jared’s last chance to overcome his fear and give rappelling a try.
 

D Even though the others had been rappelling down the side of the cliff, Jared
 
didn’t want to. 

2	 The meaning of sentence 12 is unclear. What change can Claire make to improve 
the clarity of this sentence? 

F Change He to Another counselor
 

G Change cliff to spot
 

H Change him to them
 

J Change the rope to it
 

3	 Which of these sentences can BEST follow and support sentence 15? 

A	 She would help keep the rope tight and make sure Jared was safe coming 
down. 

B	 Andrea had been such a good friend, and looking down at her right now made 
Jared think of all the fun they had had. 

C	 Jared was feeling great and stepped back from the cliff to look around at all 
the beautiful scenery. 

D	 Andrea was right there, connected to the rope that Jared was connected to at 
the bottom of the cliff. 
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4	 What is the most effective way to combine sentences 24 and 25? 

F Since he made his way steadily down with a grin, it began to spread over his 
face. 

G He made his way steadily down because a grin began to spread over his face. 

H As he made his way steadily down, a grin began to spread over his face. 

J He made his way steadily down a grin began to spread over his face. 

5 Claire forgot to include an important detail in the last paragraph 
(sentences 16–29). 

With trembling legs he took his first step. 

Reread the paragraph carefully. Where is the BEST place to insert this sentence? 

A After sentence 19 

B After sentence 20 

C After sentence 21 

D After sentence 26 

6	 Claire’s paper ends abruptly and leaves the reader wondering what happens next. 
Which sentence should Claire add to the end of her paper? 

F He had made it down and had actually rappelled.
 

G “Where’s my snack?” he asked the counselors.
 

H He didn’t have a doubt about what he wanted to say.
 

J “Can I do it again?” he shouted with excitement.
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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 
Then  fill  in  the answer on your answer document.  

Molly’s teacher asked her to write a paper about her favorite possession. 
Molly wants you to read her paper and look for any corrections she needs 
to make. When you finish reading, answer the questions that follow. 
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My Prized Possession 

(1) Every night as I climb into bed, I whisper, “Good night, guys.” 

(2) I’m not talking to people who share my room. (3) I’m talking to my 

prized possession, my favorite red tennis shoes. 

(4) These shoes have become more then just footwear to me. 

(5) They have become my friends. (6) Because I’m small for a 

10-year-old girl, my feet grow slowly. (7) That fact has allowed me to 

become quite attached to my red canvas sneakers over the last two 

years. 

(8) People say that friendships are formed by shared experiences. 

(9) My red sneakers and I have shared many! (10) There were hard 

times, like when we climmed the backyard tree and fell. (11) I sprained 

an ankle, and one of my tennis shoes suffered a broken lace. (12) But 

mostly, we’ve shared good times. (13) For the fourth-grade class hike, a 

lot of kids wore new hiking shoes, they were sturdy. (14) I wore my old 

sneakers. (15) Ashley’s fancy new shoes rubbed a blister. (16) Gabby’s 

did, too. (17) My red tennies and I just kept trekking along, comfortable 
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as could be. (18) Another time my class sponsored a run to help support 

our school. (19) Friends and family members pledged money for each lap 

we ran. (20) Because my legs are kind of short, I usually lag behind 

when I run with others. (21) I thought about skipping the Event 

altogether. (22) But then I saw my tennis shoes in the corner of my 

room. (23) Like a true friend, it encouraged me. (24) I decided that with 

those sneakers on my feet, I could do anything! 

(25) Nothing I own means as much to me as those old shoes do. 

(26) They give me comfort and confidence. (27) Unfortunately, I must 

admit that they’re also starting to give me blisters. (28) Soon I will have 

to tell my parents that my feet are outgrowing them. (29) Ive already 

reserved a spot on my shelf where my red tennis shoes can retire. 

(30) I’m glad that I’ll still be able to crawl into bed and whisper, “Good 

night, guys.” (31) And I hope I can find a new, bigger pair just like them! 
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7 How does sentence 4 need to be changed? 

A Change have become to has become 

B Change then to than 

C Change to me to too me 

D Sentence 4 does not need to be changed. 

8 What change needs to be made in sentence 10? 

F Change were to was 

G Change climmed to climbed 

H Change fell to falled 

J No change needs to be made. 

9	 What is the correct way to write sentence 13? 

A	 For the fourth-grade class hike, there were a lot of kids they wore new hiking 
shoes that were sturdy. 

B	 For the fourth-grade class hike. A lot of kids wore new hiking shoes, and they 
were sturdy. 

C	 For the fourth-grade class hike, a lot of kids wore new hiking shoes. That were 
sturdy. 

D	 For the fourth-grade class hike, a lot of kids wore sturdy, new hiking shoes. 

Writing 

Page 16 



10 What change, if any, should be made in sentence 21? 

F Change I thought to Thought 

G Change skipping to skiping 

H Change Event to event 

J Make no change 

11 How does sentence 23 need to be changed? 

A Change it to they 

B Change me to us 

C Change the period to a comma 

D Sentence 23 does not need to be changed. 

12 What change should be made in sentence 29? 

F Change Ive to I’ve 

G Change already to alreddy 

H Change where to were 

J No change should be made. 
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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 
Then  fill  in  the answer on your answer document.  

Katrina wrote the following paper about three inspiring young people. 
Read Katrina’s paper and look for any corrections she should make. When 
you finish reading, answer the questions that follow. 

Kids CAN Make a Difference 

(1) Some kids think that they’re too young to do anything really 

important, but that isn’t true. (2) There are a lot of kids today who are 

making a big difference in the world. (3) All it takes is a good idea, a 

caring heart, and a determined spirit. 

(4) When Abigail Lupi, of Stockholm, New Jersey, was just seven 

years old, she wanted to do something special for her great-grandmothers 

100th birthday. (5) She learned a few songs and performed them at the 

assisted-living center where her great-grandmother lived. (6) While she 

was there, she noticed that some of the elderly residents seemed lonely. 

(7) Abigail enlisted the help of some friends and formed CareGirlz. 

(8) Today the members of CareGirlz, who range in age from 6 to 13, sing 

and dance at assisted-living centers, nursing homes, and children’s 

hospitals. (9) The group has performed in more than 20 different 

locations, bringing joy to hundreds of people. (10) I like to brighten up 

people’s days and help them have a fun time,” says Abigail. (11) “It 

makes me happy to see that I’m making others happy.” 

(12) After a terrible earthquake shook Haiti in 2010, 12-year-old 

Blare Gooch, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, wanted to do something to help. 

(13) He saw children on television who had lost everything, and it made 

him sad. (14) That’s when he remembered how attached he had been to 

his favorite teddy bear. (15) His school let him make an announcement 

asking kids to donate teddy bears for children in Haiti. (16) The local 

media found out about Blare’s plan, and soon many people were donating 

Writing 

Page 18 



teddy bears. (17) All the attention prompted Blare to create an 

organization. (18) Called Blare’s Bears for Haiti. (19) The organization 

collected and donated about 25,000 bears! (20) Blare wants other kids to 

know that they, too, can make a difference. (21) “It doesn’t really matter 

how small or old you are,” he insists. (22) “If your young and think you 

can’t make a big difference in the world, well, you actually can.” 

(23) Charlie Coons, who lives in Simi Valley, California, is another 

example of a kid who made a difference. (24) One year her older brother 

volunteered at an orphanage in Egypt. (25) When he returned home, he 

told 11-year-old Charlie that the children at the orphanage were very cold 

at night. (26) Charlie couldn’t bear the thought of other kids suffering. 

(27) With the help of some friends, she made several fleece blankets to 

send to the orphans. (28) But Charlie wanted to do more. (29) She 

began speaking to various community groups to raise money for a new 

organization, HELP, which stands for Hope, Encouragement, Love, and 

Peace. (30) HELP has now sended approximately 700 blankets to children 

in the Middle East, Africa, and Central America. (31) Charlie is excited 

about helping even more children. (32) “My goal is to touch as many 

lives as I can,” she explains. (33) “I think this is something I will do for 

the rest of my life. (34) It doesn’t pay anything in dollars, but there is no 

price tag on making a difference in a child’s life.” 

(35) Each of these young people saw a need, and instead of waiting 

for an adult to address it, they jumped in and filled the need themselfs. 

(36) Their stories show that kids really can make a difference in the 

world. 
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13 What change should be made in sentence 4? 

A Change special to speshial 

B Change her to their 

C Change great-grandmothers to great-grandmother’s 

D No change should be made. 

14 What change, if any, should be made in sentence 10? 

F Insert quotation marks at the beginning of the sentence 

G Delete the comma 

H Change says to say’s 

J Make no change 

15 What is the correct way to write sentences 17 and 18? 

A	 All the attention prompted Blare to create an organization. Which he called 
Blare’s Bears for Haiti. 

B	 All the attention prompting Blare to create an organization called Blare’s Bears 
for Haiti. 

C	 All the attention prompted Blare to create an organization, it was called Blare’s 
Bears for Haiti. 

D	 All the attention prompted Blare to create an organization called Blare’s Bears 
for Haiti. 
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16 What change needs to be made in sentence 22? 

F Change your to you’re 

G Change the period to a comma 

H Delete the quotation marks at the end of the sentence 

J No change needs to be made in sentence 22. 

17 What change should be made in sentence 30? 

A Change has to having 

B Change sended to sent 

C Change to children to they have gone to children 

D No change should be made. 

18 What change needs to be made in sentence 35? 

F Change saw to seen 

G Change instead of to instead off 

H Change address it to address them 

J Change themselfs to themselves 
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Answer Key 

Item 
Number 

Reporting 
Category 

Readiness or 
Supporting 

Content Student 
Expectation 

Correct 
Answer 

Prompt 1 Readiness   4.18(A) * 
1 2 Readiness   4.15(C) C 
2 2 Readiness   4.15(C) F 
3 2 Readiness   4.15(C) A 
4 2 Readiness   4.15(C) H 
5 2 Readiness   4.15(C) B 
6 2 Readiness   4.15(C) J 
7 3 Readiness   4.15(D) B 
8 3 Supporting   4.22(A) G 
9 3 Readiness   4.20(B) D 
10 3 Readiness   4.15(D) H 
11 3 Readiness   4.15(D) A 
12 3 Readiness   4.15(D) F 
13 3 Readiness   4.15(D) C 
14 3 Supporting   4.21(C) F 
15 3 Readiness   4.20(B) D 
16 3 Supporting   4.22(C) F 
17 3 Supporting   4.20(A) B 
18 3 Supporting   4.22(D) J 

 
*A scoring guide is used to determine the score for the written composition. 




