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Student Name: ___________________________

Class: ___________________________

Date: ___________________________

Instructions: Read each question carefully and circle the correct answer.

1. Which of the following is written correctly?

A. Kira baked a cake it tasted awful.
B. Kira baked.  A cake.  It tasted awful.
C. Kira baked a cake.  It tasted awful.
D. Kira baked, a cake; it tasted awful.

2. Which of the following is a run-on sentence?

A. The bushy blazing star is a sturdy flowering cactus that is able to grow in very poor soil.
B. The flowers produced by the jimsonweed are some of the largest wildflower blossoms found in 
the United States.
C. There are approximately one hundred twenty-five species of magnolias found in the world.
D. The San Pedro cactus has a beautiful flower that blooms at night this prevents dehydration.

3. Which of the following is a sentence fragment?

A. The man was terrified.
B. A cry from the child.
C. I don't understand the story.
D. Edmond likes pizza.

4. Which of the following would best complete the sentence?

The _______________ mayor is over ninety years old.

A. cities
B. city's
C. citys
D. citys'
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5. Which of the following would best complete the sentence?

Over one hundred ____________________ attended the summit.

A. countries
B. countrys
C. country's
D. countries'

6. Which of the following would best complete the sentence?

_______________ apartment is on Cargill Avenue.

A. Chris'
B. Chris
C. Chris's
D. Chrises

7. Read the following passage and choose the correct noun for the underlined pronoun.

Lazaro, Frank, and I went to the Bravos game on Saturday.  We sat right behind home plate.  They 
scored four runs against the Chieftains in the first inning.  Daryl Blueberry got credit for all four RBI's.  
He is their best hitter.

A. Lazaro and Frank
B. Lazaro, Frank, and I
C. Bravos
D. us

8. Which of the following would best complete the given sentence?

Anyone in ____________ right mind would invest in technology stocks.

A. his
B. he
C. our
D. its
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9. Which of the following would best complete the given sentence?

All students can improve ___________ writing skills through practice.

A. its
B. our
C. his
D. their

10. Choose the sentence that best combines the following three sentences.

I can go to the movies.
I can go to the movies with Kim.
First, I must clean my room.

A. With Kim I can go to the movies, but I must clean my room first.
B. First, I must clean my room, then go to the movies, and with Kim.
C. I can go to the movies, with Kim, if I clean my room.
D. I can go to the movies with Kim, but first I must clean my room.

11. Choose the sentence that best combines the following two sentences.

I was totally engrossed in the book.
I skipped dinner to finish the book.

A. I was so engrossed in the book, I skipped dinner to finish it.
B. I skipped dinner to finish the book.
C. Engrossed in the book; I skipped dinner to finish it.
D. I was engrossed in the book and I skipped dinner.

12. Choose the sentence that best combines the following two sentences.

Vern is only 15 years old.
Vern is very mature.

A. Mature is what Vern is for only 15 years old.
B. Vern is only 15 years old, but he is very mature.
C. Vern is only 15 mature years old.
D. Mature and 15 is what Vern is.
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13. Choose the best order for the sentences.

1.  Exhausted from the grueling doubleheader, the Bluejays team members sat on the bench to listen to
     the coach.
2.  After winning the first game, the Bluejays celebrated with oranges and bagels, resting for the next
     game.
3.  Anxious teammates arrived at the field at 7:30 a.m. for an early morning practice prior to their 
games.
4.  The Bluejays struggled to beat the Cardinals in the first game of the doubleheader.
5.  The Bluejays miraculously went on to win the first game by a narrow margin.
6.  Regrettably, in the second game the Bluejays lost to the Indians by four runs.
7.  In the third inning, the Cardinals scored three runs when their best hitter slammed one out of the
     park.

A. 3 - 4 - 7 - 5 - 6 - 2 - 1
B. 3 - 4 - 7 - 5 - 2 - 6 - 1
C. 4 - 3 - 7 - 5 - 2 - 6 - 1
D. 4 - 3 - 5 - 7 - 2 - 6 - 1

14. Choose the best order for the sentences.

1.  Early this morning, my father and I decided to go to a concert in the park.
2.  On the way home, my father and I agreed that it was the best day we'd ever spent together.
3.  After our walk, we headed over to the outdoor concert arena.
4.  Once at the park, we took a scenic walk through lush gardens and several art museums.
5.  We found two shady seats near the front of the arena.
6.  We drove forty miles from our house to the park.
7.  As the music began, I closed my eyes and remembered the beautiful things I had seen on our 
     walk.

A. 1 - 6 - 3 - 4 - 5 - 7 - 2
B. 1 - 6 - 4 - 3 - 5 - 7 - 2
C. 1 - 6 - 4 - 3 - 5 - 2 - 7
D. 1 - 6 - 4 - 3 - 2 - 5 - 7
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15. Choose the best order for the sentences.

1.  As I sat down, Mr. Spurlin glanced at the clock.
2.  While staring into my fearful eyes, Mr. Spurlin pointed toward the door.
3.  I walked into the classroom and headed toward my desk.
4.  As our eyes met, I knew I was in trouble.
5.  Mr. Spurlin turned from the clock to me.
6.  The clock read ten minutes after nine.
7.  I got up from my desk and walked out the door.

A. 3 - 1 - 6 - 5 - 4 - 2 - 7
B. 3 - 1 - 5 - 6 - 4 - 7 - 2
C. 6 - 3 - 5 - 1 - 4 - 2 - 7
D. 6 - 3 - 1 - 4 - 5 - 2 - 7

16. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

Grandma and Grandpa ____________ to visit next week.

A. was coming
B. have come
C. are coming
D. were coming

17. Choose the word that best completes the sentence.

Someone             the same book as me.

A. have
B. has
C. having
D. haved

18. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

Everybody            a chance to win the game.

A. are having
B. have
C. has
D. haves
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19. Choose the best topic sentence for the paragraph.

_____________________________________________________________  He was one of the first 
scholars to study the laws of chance.  Pascal developed a "triangle chart" that predicts the possible 
outcomes of six coins being tossed at the same time.  According to Pascal's triangle, the chances of 
tossing six heads and no tails is 1 in 64.

A. Blaise Pascal was a 17th century mathematician.
B. Blaise Pascal tossed the coin in the air.
C. Blaise Pascal's studies led to the invention of the barometer.
D. In 1670 Blaise Pascal published Pensees.

20. Choose the best topic sentence for the paragraph.

_____________________________________________________________  She had been visiting her 
best friend Maxine for the past week and they had traveled throughout the expansive city.  Cynthia 
found Chinatown enchanting, with its busy streets and exquisite shops.  Every time they entered a new 
boutique, Cynthia felt she was walking into a foreign land.   

A. Cynthia had picked the perfect place to spend her vacation.
B. Maxine counted the days until Cynthia arrived.
C. Cynthia spent more money than she had planned to.
D. Cynthia wanted to travel.

21. Choose the best topic sentence for the paragraph.

_____________________________________________________________   This is because the Earth 
is the only planet in our solar system with large bodies of water, which we call oceans.  There are five 
main oceans on Earth: the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic, and Antarctic.  These five oceans cover 
seventy percent of the Earth's surface.

A. Large marine mammals, such as whales, can only exist on Earth.
B. Mercury is the warmest and driest planet in the solar system.
C. Earth is the best planet for hiking and mountain climbing.
D. The Pacific Ocean borders the west coast of America.
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22. Read the selection below and answer the following question.

Americans will always have a special place in their hearts for a man who epitomizes the 
American spirit, Benjamin Franklin.  While many remember Franklin for flying kites in a lightning 
storm, he is also remembered as a scientist, inventor, statesman, printer, and philosopher.      1   , we 
honor Franklin for his essential role in writing the Constitution.

Franklin was one of the oldest members of the Constitutional Convention.  He had served for 
years in the Pennsylvania Assembly.     2,    he had the skills necessary to help the delegates reach a 
compromise.    3 , Franklin once wrote, "We must all hang together, or assuredly we shall hang 
separately."  This statement shows his understanding of the problem of factions in politics.     4,    
Franklin's accomplishments serve as a model for all Americans to follow.  In his life he was able to 
succeed at any endeavor he attempted.

Which transition is most appropriate for Blank 1?

A. Furthermore
B. Finally
C. On the other hand
D. First

23. Read the section below and answer the question that follows.

_________________________________  Skiing attracts close to fourteen million people in the 
United States alone. Every year thousands of beginners head to ski areas where they are trained by 
professional instructors. New skiers learn basic techniques such as walking, climbing, turning, and 
gliding downhill.

_______________________________  As a result, they begin to spend money on equipment, 
clothing, and accessories. In the mid 1980's, skiers in the United States spent more than 650 million 
dollars each year on equipment.

Due to extra leisure time, people have more time to ski. Also due to the expanding economy, 
people have more money to spend on skiing.

The use of snowmaking machines has been tremendously successful. These machines are similar 
to sprinklers. They use a mixture of water and compressed air that instantly turns to snow when the 
temperature is below freezing.

Which sentence could begin the second paragraph? 

A. In conclusion, skiers practice until they become better skiers.
B. Thirdly, skiing takes a lot of practice.
C. Therefore, skiers learn to feel comfortable skiing.
D. Next, skiers work on their techniques, and many decide to make skiing a hobby.
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24. Read the section below and answer the question that follows.

_________________________________  Skiing attracts close to fourteen million people in the 
United States alone. Every year thousands of beginners head to ski areas where they are trained by 
professional instructors. New skiers learn basic techniques such as walking, climbing, turning, and 
gliding downhill.

_______________________________  As a result, they begin to spend money on equipment, 
clothing, and accessories. In the mid 1980's, skiers in the United States spent more than 650 million 
dollars each year on equipment.

Due to extra leisure time, people have more time to ski. Also due to the expanding economy, 
people have more money to spend on skiing.

The use of snowmaking machines has been tremendously successful. These machines are similar 
to sprinklers. They use a mixture of water and compressed air that instantly turns to snow when the 
temperature is below freezing.

Which sentence could begin the first paragraph?

A. Skiing is one of the fastest growing sports in the United States.
B. Finally, skiing is one of the fastest growing sports in the United States.
C. So skiing is one of the fastest growing sports in the United States.
D. Then skiing is one of the fastest growing sports in the United States.

25. Which part of the sentence below contains an error?

I barely never / remember the dates / I learn about / in my history class.

A. remember the dates
B. I barely never
C. in my history class
D. I learn about

26. How can the error in the following sentence be fixed?

King Godana wear various expensive cloaks when addressing the public.

A. the word "wear" should be changed to "wore"
B. the word "wear" should be changed to "wearing"
C. the word "addressing" should be changed to "addresses"
D. the word "addressing" should be changed to "address"
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27. Choose the sentence that is written correctly.

A. We can't let our bikes unlocked again.
B. We can't leave our bikes unlocked again.
C. We can't leaved our bikes unlocked again.
D. We can't left our bikes unlocked again.

28. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

A map ____________________ the location of places.

A. show
B. will shows
C. shows
D. showen

29. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

Some of the children in kindergarten ____________________ to speak a foreign language.

A. have learns
B. has learned
C. have learned
D. has learns

30. Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

He ______________ baseball for ten years.

A. has play
B. have plays
C. has played
D. have played

31. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

My father had a class in college with                                  .

A. Professor bergman
B. professor Bergman
C. Professor Bergman
D. professor bergman
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32. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

Many families have picnics on the                             .

A. Fourth of july
B. fourth of July
C. Fourth Of July
D. Fourth of July

33. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence. 

Diane lived in a dormitory during her                           of college.

A. freshman year
B. Freshman Year
C. Freshman year
D. freshman Year

34. Which of the following sentences is written correctly?

A. Last july Aunt patricia went to Australia.
B. Last July Aunt Patricia went to Australia.
C. Last July aunt Patricia went to australia.
D. Last july aunt patricia went to australia.

35. Which of the following sentences is written correctly?

A. We discussed native americans in our social studies class today.
B. We discussed Native Americans in our social studies class today.
C. We discussed native Americans in our social studies class today.
D. We discussed Native americans in our social studies class today.

36. Which of the following sentences is written correctly?

A. The children's playground is on maple Street.
B. The children's playground is on Maple Street.
C. The childrens playground is on Maple street.
D. The childrens playground is on Maple Street.
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8thLA
Answer Key
2/15/2004

 
1. C Fragment/Run-On Sentences - F
2. D Fragment/Run-On Sentences - F
3. B Fragment/Run-On Sentences - F
4. B Nouns - B
5. A Nouns - B
6. C Nouns - B
7. B Pronouns - F
8. A Pronouns - F
9. D Pronouns - F
10. D Sentence Combining - C
11. A Sentence Combining - C
12. B Sentence Combining - C
13. B Sentence Sequence - G
14. B Sentence Sequence - G
15. A Sentence Sequence - G
16. C Subject-Verb Agreement - E
17. B Subject-Verb Agreement - E
18. C Subject-Verb Agreement - E
19. A Topic Sentence - E
20. A Topic Sentence - E
21. A Topic Sentence - E
22. A Transitions - B
23. D Transitions - B
24. A Transitions - B
25. B Usage (Sentence Structure) - D
26. A Usage (Sentence Structure) - D
27. B Usage (Sentence Structure) - D
28. C Verbs
29. C Verbs
30. C Verbs
31. C Capitalization - E
32. D Capitalization - E
33. A Capitalization - E
34. B Proofreading (Mechanics) - E
35. B Proofreading (Mechanics) - E
36. B Proofreading (Mechanics) - E
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8th-read
2/15/2004

Student Name: ___________________________

Class: ___________________________

Date: ___________________________

Instructions: Read each question carefully and circle the correct answer.

1. Decide whether the underlined event is the cause or the effect.

Peter broke the expensive lamp; therefore, his mother had to punish him.

A. cause
B. effect

2. Identify the underlined portion of the sentence as either the cause or the effect.

Fossils contain a radioactive element called carbon-14, which can be used to estimate the age of the 
fossil.

A. cause
B. effect

3. Identify the underlined portion of the sentence as either the cause or the effect.

In an effort to save birds of prey from hunters, the Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in Pennsylvania was 
created in 1934 as a refuge.

A. cause
B. effect
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4. Read the passage and complete Blank 2.

Many people feel that it is cruel to keep animals in the zoo.  Those who feel this way would 
explain that animals kept in   1   have a poor quality of life because they don't have the freedom that they 
would experience in the wild.  However, supporters of zoos argue that the only way many endangered 
animals will replenish their numbers is with the   2   that they receive because they are in a safe 
environment.  Fortunately, many zoos and wildlife parks are striving to create authentic living 
environments for their animals.  One can see that both sides of the argument have relevancy.

A. challenge
B. threat
C. donations
D. protection

5. Read the passage and complete Blank 2.

Twenty years ago, if you had a grade point average of 3.0 or better, you were almost guaranteed 
to be admitted to a state college.  Today, things are very different.  Most high school students would 
agree that college admissions policies have become much   1  .  One reason that this has occurred is 
because a higher percentage of students now attend college immediately after completing high school.  
Therefore, more students are  2   for the same number of openings.  As a result, colleges are now 
looking at standardized test scores, entrance essays, and students' extra-curricular activities.

A. hoping
B. challenging
C. competing
D. testing
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6. Read the passage and complete Blank 1.

Despite their name, flying squirrels do not actually fly.  Nor do they have wings.  The flying 
squirrel's unique body structure allows it to glide from tree branch to tree branch.  These unusual 
animals make their homes in the treetops of Africa, Asia, and North America.

The flying squirrel is able to glide as far as 1500 feet because of a blanket-like membrane of skin 
that stretches between its front and hind legs.  The membrane gives the flying squirrel a shape like a 
square umbrella as it "flies" through the air.  It       1       from one tree and lands parachute-like in 
another tree, in search of food.

You'll have to visit the forest at night if you hope to spot a flying squirrel because they are 
nocturnal animals.  Large eyes aid their         2         search for fruits, nuts, and insects.   You won't find a 
flying squirrel crossing your path in a forest, since they build their nests in high tree hollows and rarely 
descend to the ground.   If you are in the forest at night, look up.  You just might spot a squirrel "flying" 
above your head.

A. crawls
B. runs
C. launches
D. rolls

Read the dialogue and answer the questions that follow.

Jed could not believe his ears, as Joe's proposal sounded too wild to consider.  "Joe, I'm not too sure 
about joining the Pony Express.  California seems too far from Missouri, especially on horseback and not in a 
stagecoach."

"Don't be ridiculous," Joe said, hoping he could persuade Jed into joining the Pony Express.  
"Sacramento, California is only 1,996 miles from St. Joseph, Missouri.  We can make the run in eight days."

"I can't sit in a saddle for eight days," Jed shouted.
"The Pony Express is a relay system, so you ride for about fifty miles, then someone else takes over."
"I heard that Buffalo Bill Cody once stayed in his saddle for 320 miles, and that is a lot longer than 

fifty," Jed responded.
"I said about fifty miles--some people ride longer.  Besides, this is going to be a great adventure.  

Imagine it: we'll be heroes, carrying urgent messages to important people.  Maybe we'll get to meet President 
Lincoln or--"

"If we don't die from a flood, blizzard or the desert heat," Jed interrupted, unwilling to listen to his 
friends excited chatter.

"Only one piece of mail has been lost since the Pony Express started over a year ago, and you have to 
admit, that is pretty impressive," Joe bragged.

 "I didn't know that," Jed offered, his attitude slowly beginning to change.
"It's true," Joe continued, trying to convince his friend, "and the success of the Pony Express helped get 

California into the Union."
Jed seemed to be seriously considering it, but he only said, "Let's finish eating."
"You better stop eating that apple pie, because a Pony Express rider must weigh less than 135 pounds," 

Joe warned.
"If I can't eat apple pie, I don't think it's worth it," Jed said, shoving a huge forkful of pie into his mouth.

 Although Jed had seemed interested a moment ago, Joe could tell he needed to think of another way to 
convince his friend.  He smiled suddenly, whispering, "You'll earn $50 to $150 dollars a month!"

Jed threw down the pie and thundered, "Why didn't you say so?  Who needs apple pie when you have 
that kind of money!"
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7. Why was Jed not sure he wanted to join the Pony Express?

A. He did not want to work with Joe.
B. He did not want to travel such a long distance.
C. The job did not pay enough.
D. He did not want to meet Buffalo Bill Cody.

8. What most likely happened after Jed threw down the apple pie?

A. Jed started a fight with Joe.
B. Jed and Joe went searching for Buffalo Bill Cody.
C. Joe handed Jed $150 dollars.
D. Joe and Jed signed up for the Pony Express.

9. What is the weight requirement for Pony Express Riders?

A. less than 135 pounds
B. less than 150 pounds
C. between 135 and 150 pounds
D. more than 100 pounds

Read the story carefully and answer the questions that follow.

"Karina, I have to tell you what happened," exclaimed Leah as she ran toward her friend at the front of 
the stadium.  "Alejandro kicked the winning field goal in the last two seconds of the game, and we won the 
championship!"

"Who would have thought Alejandro could make such a gigantic comeback in such a short time?  It was 
only six months ago that he got out of the hospital," Karina responded, a huge smile covering her face.

"I know, and some of the doctors said that he might not walk again," Leah reminded her.
"I think those doctors should have been here today," Karina stated emphatically.  "How did Lucas and 

Mike play in the game?"
"Mike scored a touchdown and Lucas tackled anyone who came near him, which obviously means they 

played well," reported Leah.  She wanted to give Karina every detail of the game, feeling bad that her friend 
had to work through the entire thing.

Karina could tell what Leah was thinking.  "Ticket-taking and security is a long and boring job--
especially," Karina added, "when you miss a good game!  Hey, is there a victory celebration where we can 
congratulate the team and maybe get a bite to eat?"  Karina laughed at herself, adding, "I just realized, I'm 
starving."

"It's going to be at Checkie's Diner.  Coach C. is so proud of Alejandro and the others who were in the 
accident that he rented out the entire restaurant!  He wanted to do something special for the team and the 
school, since everyone has been so supportive."

Just then, Karina noticed their friend Lucas walking out of the stadium alone.  She waved, trying to get 
his attention, but she ended up having to shout, "Lucas, you can catch a ride with us if you're going to the 
party."  As she called out to her friend, she realized he looked ragged and unhappy.  She quietly asked him why 
he looked so down, concerned about her friend's subdued demeanor.

"It was just an exhausting game, not to mention an exhausting year," Lucas answered.  "But I do want to 
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go to the party," he continued.  "I'm thrilled that we won, especially since three of us ended up in the hospital 
last year."  Karina and Leah nodded in agreement, admiring Lucas for surviving the accident and having such 
an amazing season.

"This year ended a lot better for the team, with a victory, no bus accident, and a celebration at 
Checkie's," Karina teased gently, hoping to cheer him up a bit.  "A meal and some fun with friends will make 
you feel better, don't you agree?"  Karina realized Lucas was beginning to smile a little, so she went on, "We 
are all so proud of the team, especially the three of you who were injured last year.  Most people thought you 
would never play again, but you did, and you won!  Hey, how about a game of air hockey while we wait for our 
food? Since you're on such a winning streak, winner pays for all!"

"With an offer like that, Karina," Lucas kidded, "I'll have to let you win again."  His smile broadened, 
and both Leah and Karina could tell he was ready to celebrate.

Leah dangled her car keys in front of them, and reminded them that hamburgers, fries, and an entire 
school awaited them at Checkie's.

"Race you to the car, Lucas," shouted Karina as she sprinted out into the parking lot.
"You'll never beat me," he retorted, racing past her.
"Just remember who has the keys," Leah taunted, walking casually after the two of them.

10. Why do Leah and Karina admire Lucas?

A. He is the star player of the football team.
B. He wants to pay for their dinners at Checkie's diner.
C. He kicked the winning field goal at the championship football game.
D. He survived and accident and went on to have a winning football season.

11. Who are Alejandro, Mark, and Lucas?

A. the three players who were injured in the bus accident
B. three of the school's best athletes
C. three of the school security guards
D. doctors who treated the injured students

12. Why did Lucas tell Karina that he would let her win the game of air hockey?

A. He didn't like air hockey.
B. He wanted her to pay for dinner.
C. He knew she would win anyway.
D. She lost their last game.

13. Identify the following as either a fact, an opinion, or both.

Steven Spielberg is the greatest moviemaker of all time.

A. fact
B. opinion
C. both fact and opinion
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14. Identify the following as either a fact, an opinion, or both.

In 1834, Henry Blair obtained a patent for his corn-planter invention.

A. fact
B. opinion
C. both fact and opinion

15. Identify the following as either a fact, an opinion, or both.

Andie got her hair cut yesterday, and it looks beautiful.

A. fact
B. opinion
C. both fact and opinion

Read the story and answer the questions that follow.

Vincent's entire life has centered on being a dogsled racer.  He has never known anything else.  Both his 
father and grandfather were dogsled racers (or "mushers").  Since the day he was born, racing has been the 
focus of his life.  To Vincent, it is the only way of life: dogs, a sled, and hundreds of miles of snowy wilderness.

As Vincent prepares for today's dogsled race, he reflects on the past.  For his grandparents and great 
grandparents the dogsled was the only reliable way to travel over Alaska's snow-covered land, and there are still 
places that can be reached only by dogsled or by plane.  Before planes, dogsleds were vital -- especially during 
emergencies when medicine was needed.  Today Vincent will participate in the exciting tradition of 
dogsledding.
 The dogsled race begins in Anchorage, the capitol of Alaska.  Here, Vincent harnesses his twenty best 
sled dogs and  packs his sled with food and supplies.  While he will have absolutely no communication with the 
outside world until he reaches the finish line in Nome, he will stop at eighteen checkpoints along the 
racecourse. 
 It does not matter that Vincent is on the short side.  He could be tall or short, young or old, male or 
female - the only essential trait for a dogsled racer is bravery.  Vincent will not have time for cowardice when 
he is navigating his team of dogs over the difficult 1,160 mile course; rather, he will need to concentrate on 
getting from one side of Alaska to the other as fast as possible.  He and the other mushers will have to push both 
themselves and their dogs to the absolute limit.  Vincent is aware that he or one of his twenty dogs may die, but 
he returns each year to face the challenges that are to be found along the cold and dangerous, yet peaceful 
snow-covered cross-country racecourse.
 Fortunately Vincent's first hour goes well.  His dogs run smoothly and pick up a great rhythm. Vincent 
is even able to settle back and enjoy the serenity of his surroundings.  He knows, however, that it will only be a 
matter of time before he and his team run into trouble.  During his last race he encountered rough terrain that 
left cuts in the dogs' paws.  While the dedicated dogs would have continued racing, Vincent took time out of the 
race to clean and bandage the cuts.  For Vincent, the dogs are like family.   He cares for them as he would his 
son or daughter.

Vincent is a very cautious racer. He knows that great peril lurks beneath the frozen lakes and rivers 
alongside the course.  If the ice is not thick enough, an entire sled team can fall through the arctic ice!  He can 
still remember the time he heard the ice crack behind him just moments after he and the dogs reached the end of 
a frozen lake.  If they had fallen through the ice, it is not likely that any of them would have survived.  Thoughts 
of such a potential tragedy keep Vincent alert and aware of his surroundings during the race.  He is not deceived 
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by the smooth and glossy appearance of the frozen lakes.  Nor does he take the weather for granted.  During his 
last race he encountered a blizzard that immobilized his team for 10 hours.  When the winds reached eighty 
miles per hour, all Vincent could do was stop his sled, climb into his sleeping bag, and wait for the storm to 
pass.  In the meantime, the dogs curled up into tight little balls in the snow.  Only after several hours had passed 
were Vincent and the dogs able to dig themselves out of the snow and continue on their way.
 Even in the absence of blizzards, however, Vincent must contend with many difficulties.  For example, 
temperatures on the course can drop to fifty or sixty degrees below zero.  If Vincent is not careful his cheeks, 
fingers, and toes may become frostbitten before the race is over.  Also, the severe cold can prevent wooden 
matches and flashlight batteries from working.  Another danger Vincent faces is sleep-deprivation.  At the 
checkpoints, the last thing Vincent has on his mind is sleeping.  He needs to tend to his dogs - feeding them, 
checking their paws for cuts, and rubbing their sore muscles.  He may also need to repair his sled or a harness.  
Sometimes he will sleep for a few hours; however, it is more likely that Vincent will stop only for a few 
minutes.  Due to lack of sleep, Vincent may doze on the sled.  One time, Vincent dozed for nearly an hour, but 
to his amazement his dogs were still on course when he awoke.

With all of these hazards, even the best of racers are sometimes forced to quit before crossing the finish 
line.  Fortunately, luck and skill are on Vincent's side.  While he does not come in first (or even second or third) 
in this particular race, he finishes victoriously, having traveled over a hundred miles a day for twelve days.  
Some mushers take twice as long!  But regardless of speed, Vincent knows he could not have finished the race 
without courage, strength, determination, and - of course - his faithful pack of dogs.

16. How long can it take the slowest mushers to finish this race?

A. 10 days
B. 12 days
C. 15 days
D. 24 days

17. The following statement about the passage is an example of what?

Vincent is aware that he or his dogs may die, but he returns each year to face the challenges of dogsled 
racing.

A. symbolism
B. foreshadowing
C. dialogue
D. irony

18. If the author thought dogsledding was easy, how might the story have changed?

A. Vincent sled dog's would have acquired more than cuts and brusies on their paws.
B. Vincent and his dogs would have encountered harsher weather conditions.
C. Vincent would not have had to push himself and his dogs to the absolute limit.
D. Vincent would not have cared for his team of dogs as if they were family .

Read the story and answer the questions that follow.
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       Lillian decided to spend her spring vacation underwater.  She was embarking on an underwater 
adventure, the goal of which was to get certified to scuba dive.  For one week she would set aside school-related 
burdens and anxieties and devote herself entirely to this fascinating pursuit.  Instead of long nights of reading 
and writing, there would be days of cool water and new experiences.  Algebra equations and research projects 
would be pushed aside, replaced by the mysteries of sea-life.  The irony was that, strictly speaking, Lillian 
would be spending her spring vacation in school; but scuba lessons would be a novel and exciting kind of 
educational experience.
  On her first day of vacation, Lillian slept in until eight o'clock (a luxury unavailable to her when school 
was in session, since classes began at seven o'clock).  Next she enjoyed a leisurely breakfast of pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, and her favorite kind of cinnamon roll.  If she was not on vacation, breakfast would have been a bowl 
of soggy cereal and a glass of orange juice.  She arrived at her first scuba class feeling happy and invigorated.

The instructor began the class by introducing himself and establishing his credentials.  His name was 
Andre, and he had been scuba diving for 12 years.  He had dived in California, Hawaii, Australia, the Bahamas, 
Ecuador, and a great many other parts of the world.  Lillian was captivated by his vibrant stories of snorkeling 
voyages.  He shared his photograph collection with the class, dazzling them with colorful underwater images 
and glimpses of exotic faraway places.  Lillian's yellowed and tattered history book was quickly fading from her 
memory; she was completely captivated by Andre's stories of present-day adventures.

Andre had a lot to say to the class before they even got near the water.  He began with a geography 
lesson, informing the class that the earth's surface is composed of more than seventy percent water.  It is no 
wonder, he pointed out, that Plato and Aristotle began speculating about the undersea world thousands of years 
ago; however, the turning point for sea exploration occurred in the 1940's when Jacques Cousteau devised his 
first breathing device.
 Andre then moved on to more practical matters.  He assured the class that it is not difficult to learn how 
to dive, and that by the end of the first day they would be snorkeling; however, he warned them that they would 
spend a lot of time in the water, and that the class would be physically demanding.  Then he showed them a 
facemask and a snorkel--the only equipment a snorkeler needs.  Lillian smiled to herself.  Piece of cake, she 
thought to herself.  She had spent many summer afternoons in her neighborhood pool wearing a facemask and 
diving for pennies that her father had thrown in for her to retrieve.  After listening to a few more tips from 
Andre, Lillian was in the water!  Her facemask allowed her to view the underwater scenery, and her snorkel 
allowed her to breathe while her face was submerged.  When Andre gave her a pair of fins, she was able to 
move with greater ease across the surface of the water.
  In class the next day, Andre introduced deep-sea diving, emphasizing that a diver needs to learn how to 
use highly technical equipment, and must scrupulously observe several safety precautions.  Lillian spent the 
next two days absorbed in thoughts of air pressure regulators, weight belts, and a variety of other contraptions 
she had never even heard of before.  At night when she was at home watching the latest videos, she would stare 
at the television screen and daydream about all of the marvelous places she would visit once she was certified in 
scuba diving.

Lillian was starting to feel like a fish!  She spent the majority of her time in the water, and her diving 
equipment began to feel like an extension of her own body.  The tank, regulator, weight belt, and pressure and 
depth gauges were no longer mysterious and intimidating contraptions, but familiar items that she operated with 
ease.  When she discussed her scuba gear with her school friends, she felt tremendously sophisticated and 
knowledgeable; however, they were often baffled by her descriptions.  She seemed to be speaking in a foreign 
language.  Her siblings were even more confused by Lillian's new obsession. They were beginning to think she 
was from another planet!
 Next, Lillian studied two of the major health risks associated with scuba diving: air embolism and the 
bends, problems caused by the increase in atmospheric pressure as the diver goes deeper in the water. (Lillian 
thought to herself that learning about these things felt a bit like science class, but she was actually enjoying it 
for once!)  Lillian learned that by clearing her ears on the way down she could equalize the pressure changes, 
and by breathing normally on the way up she could equalize the pressure changes again.  She learned to never 
hold her breath, because air in her lungs would expand and she could suffer from air embolism.  When the air in 

Test Set #25 - Page  8



the lungs expands, air bubbles go into the circulatory system and, in extreme situations, can then be lodged in 
the heart, arteries, or brain.  Symptoms include dizziness, confusion, weakness, blurred vision, and even death.
 Lillian had become a skilled and educated diver, and she was close to becoming certified.  The night 
before her final class, she thought about how hard she had worked and how quickly the week had passed. The 
last day of class was also the last day of her vacation.  She wished she could spend the next month exploring 
undersea mysteries.  On the last day of class when Andre gave the diving certificate to her, he told her that it 
had been a pleasure to have such an enthusiastic and eager student in the class.  She told him it was the best 
spring vacation she had ever had.

The first day back at school, Lillian felt happy and relaxed.  She knew that she was now an official diver 
who could explore reefs in every ocean of the world.  Someday she hoped to study marine biology.  Until then, 
she would spend every minute she could among dolphins, octopuses, and all the other fascinating inhabitants of 
the sea.

19. Which title would best fit the story?

A. Andre's Diving Class
B. Lillian's Foreign Language
C. Diving Away Spring Vacation
D. Hands-On Science Class

20. What do you think Lillian's future career will be?

A. underwater photographer
B. scuba instructor
C. marine biologist
D. science teacher

21. How did Lillian's siblings feel when she talked to them about her diving class?

A. mystified
B. interested
C. uninterested
D. excited

Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

This was going to end up being the adventure of a lifetime! Although Gabe and Dylan were somewhat 
skeptical, they still held out hope that the whole thing was real. The boys were breathless with anticipation as 
they waited in front of the historic theater building on the very edge of town. After about twenty minutes of 
silent waiting, both were beginning to feel a little bit absurd, but the promise of intergalactic adventure had a 
strong hold on both of them.

The whole situation had begun late the previous night as the two friends stayed up watching old science 
fiction movies at Gabe's house, discussing the need for some type of adventure in their own lives. They had 
been bemoaning the dull lifestyle in their serene little town; both were longing for anything to happen that was 
out of the ordinary, when suddenly the unbelievable began to unfold before their eyes.

The movie had just ended; Gabe had nodded off, and Dylan was reaching to rewind the video when a 
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face emerged on the screen. Dylan nudged Gabe to wake him and gestured frantically toward the TV. They both 
stared intently at the figure as it materialized. It was unlike anyone or anything they had ever laid eyes on. The 
figure wore a crimson robe with an ornate medallion. The hood of his robe shadowed his face. As the static 
dissipated, the figure began to speak in a low and commanding voice. And what he said was even more 
improbable than his appearance. A planet in another galaxy was in a dire situation and needed to add to their 
reserve force to defend themselves. The general was searching planets from neighboring galaxies to locate 
individuals willing to leave their home and join the defense force. The boys were invited to an informational 
meeting aboard the general's vessel the next day and were instructed to meet the ship outside the old theater 
near Ninth Street. Then the screen went black.

As Gabe and Dylan continued to wait their courage began to wane. They began to question their own 
intelligence; it was pretty silly, waiting for a spaceship outside of an abandoned building in the dark. They were 
ready to leave in disappointment when they saw a flash of silver down the street. The shape came closer, 
obscured by huge clouds of smoke, which caused the two boys to cough uncontrollably, staring wide-eyed at 
one another. Gradually, the smoke cleared and the boys peered into the fog, straining their eyes for a glimpse of 
the general. Instead, they saw only Gabe's older brother, Bryan, collapsed in a fit of hysterical laughter. The fog 
machine spewed the last of the dry ice out of the side of the silver mini-van as Bryan gasped, "April Fool's!"

22. Where is the theater located?

A. at the edge of town
B. in the town center
C. next door to Gabe's house
D. outside of town

23. Choose the word that is closest in meaning to ornate in the phrase "ornate medallion."

A. golden
B. elaborate
C. heavy
D. broken

24. Just before the the silver vehicle appeared, Gabe and Dylan were ___________________________.

A. ready for the informational meeting
B. ready to go to sleep
C. ready for adventure
D. ready to leave

Read the recipe for Senate Bean Soup and answer the questions that follow.

Ingredients: a large cooked smoked ham bone, 1 pound dry white beans, 2 onions, 5 celery stalks, 1 teaspoon of 
garlic powder, salt, and pepper

First, place the ham bone in a large pot and cover with water.  Bring to a boil, lower the heat, cover, and 
simmer for one hour.

You'll need a separate pot for the beans.  Use a colander to thoroughly wash the beans.  Put the beans in 
the pot and cover with water.  Bring to a boil.  Once the water is boiling, remove the pot from the heat and let 
stand while the ham bone is simmering.
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Peel onions and chop.  Wash celery and chop.  Set aside.
Remove ham bone pot from heat.  Drain beans and add to ham bone pot.  Add onions, celery, and garlic 

powder.  Bring pot to a boil, lower heat, cover, and simmer for at least 2 hours.
Remove ham bone.  Cut off excess meat and return meat to the soup.  Add salt and pepper to taste.  For 

thicker soup, mash some of the beans.  Makes about four quarts; approximately eight servings.

25. In order to make enough soup for approximately four servings, you should _____________________.

A. add two pounds of beans
B. cut the recipe in half
C. mash some of the beans
D. add less water

26. What should you do to the beans prior to cooking them?

A. weigh them
B. pick out stones
C. measure them
D. rinse them

27. How long should the soup simmer?

A. the recipe doesn't say
B. at least 2 hours
C. 1 hour
D. as long as needed

Read the story and answer the questions that follow.

Liquid crystal is a state of matter between the liquid state and the solid state.  In a liquid, molecules are 
free to move and rotate.  The molecules in a solid are in a fixed pattern.  In a liquid crystal, the molecules are 
partly aligned to a pattern and are partly free to move and rotate.

Friedrich Reinitzer discovered liquid crystals in 1888.  He noticed that when heating certain solid 
substances, they first became a cloudy liquid and then turned into a clear liquid.  On cooling, the substance went 
from a clear liquid to a cloudy liquid to a solid.  The cloudy liquid is now known as liquid crystal.

Liquid crystals keep their part liquid, part solid nature only within a specific range of temperatures.   
When liquid crystal is heated to a high temperature, it turns into a liquid.  When subjected to very low 
temperatures, it turns into a solid.  Classes of liquid crystal include: nematic, cholesteric, and smectic.  Each 
class is characterized by different arrangements of molecules.

Liquid crystals can be made from about 50 percent of all organic compounds.  Liquid crystals can also 
be made by mixing soaps, detergents, and some acids with water.  Liquid crystals are often used in computer 
screens, digital watch faces, and calculators.  Liquid crystal displays are sharper and use less power than 
conventional displays.
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28. In a liquid, molecules are ___________________________________.

A. fixed in a pattern
B. partially free to move
C. free to move and rotate
D. nonexistent

29. Which of the following is not listed as a possible use for liquid crystals?

A. televisions
B. calculators
C. digital watches
D. computer screens

30. What happens to a liquid crystal when it is heated to high temperatures?

A. It turns into a solid.
B. It becomes partly aligned to a pattern.
C. It turns into a liquid.
D. It reacts violently with certain chemicals.

Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

For Charles Csuri, the computer is a canvas.  Csuri, a teacher at Ohio State University for more than 40 
years, uses a network of computers to create computer-generated art.  Csuri's brother encouraged him to pursue 
his childhood interest in art by taking an art class.  At Ohio State University, he was both an art student and a 
football player. 

As a young artist Csuri used traditional forms of painting.  Then he discovered the potential of the 
computer as a tool for creating art.  He began to experiment with computer techniques that would imitate a 
paintbrush.  With time he was able to create art on the computer that looked as if it were glass, charcoal, wood 
and metal.  Using the computer allowed him to produce three-dimensional effects.  His experimental approach 
to computer-generated art did not always produce good results.  Over time, however, it has been successful. The 
greatest challenge in his work has been creating the effect of realistic motion for images of people.

The art images that Csuri has created are colorful, abstract, and realistic images of figures and places.  
Csuri works alone and with computer experts and his students at Ohio State University to create his art.   He 
feels that the atmosphere created by people working together improves the artistic process.  The artwork that 
results from this creative atmosphere has made Charles Csuri one of the most well known computer artists.

31. Choose the best title for the passage.

A. Computers at Ohio State University
B. The Artist Charles Csuri
C. Painting on Canvas
D. Experimental Computers
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32. Charles Csuri has created _________________________________ on the computer.

A. abstract and animated images of figures and people
B. abstract and realistic images of figures and places
C. lifelike and realistic pictures of people and places
D. abstract and lifelike images of his students and family

33. When he began his career as an artist, what type of art did Charles Csuri create?

A. sculptures
B. paintings
C. computer-generated pictures
D. three-dimensional pieces

Read the story and answer the questions that follow.

Jefferson Davis was the tenth child of Samuel Davis, a planter in Kentucky.  Jefferson's oldest brother, 
Joseph, supported him by sending him to academies in Kentucky and Mississippi.

In 1821, Davis entered Transylvania University in Kentucky. He was appointed to the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point three years later. From there, he began his career as an officer in the U.S. Army.

Jefferson Davis's life was filled with highs and lows.  In 1835, Davis married his first wife, Sarah 
Taylor, who was the daughter of his commander. Within three months, Sarah contracted malaria and died. 
Heartbroken over her death, Davis moved to an isolated plantation in Mississippi.  There he spent the next ten 
years farming and studying.

In 1845, Davis remarried and was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a democrat.  He left 
that position in 1846 to command troops in the Mexican War.  Following the war, Davis became a senator for 
Mississippi.  Davis resigned from the senate to pursue the position of governor of Mississippi, but he lost the 
election.  He was later appointed Secretary of War and soon after returned to the senate.

In 1861, much to his surprise, Davis was elected president of the Confederate States of America.  For 
the next four years, he served with complete devotion.  Unfortunately, Davis was in poor health.  He also had 
difficulty dealing with people and criticism.  Eventually, the Confederate Army collapsed.

On May 10, 1865, Davis was captured by Federal troops and imprisoned for two years.  Davis was 
released on bond, but never pardoned for crimes of treason.  He was now ineligible for public office.  He retired 
to Mississippi and died in 1889.

34. What did Davis do immediately after his first wife died?

A. He was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives.
B. He became a senator in Mississippi.
C. He moved to a plantation in Mississippi for ten years.
D. He became a commander of troops in the Mexican War.
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35. Sarah Taylor ____________________.

A. was the wife of Davis's first commander
B. died after contracting malaria
C. was married to Jefferson Davis for only three years
D. divorced Jefferson Davis after only three months

36. What happened after Davis was captured by Federal troops?

A. He was imprisoned for two years.
B. He was reappointed president.
C. He died in prison.
D. He escaped and lived in hiding until his death.

Read this excerpt from a letter and answer the questions that follow.

For the past ten years my husband and I have enjoyed stopping at your chain of restaurants throughout 
the country.  We recently drove from Colorado to Montana on a two-week vacation.  Unfortunately, we had a 
rather unpleasant experience at your restaurant in Middleston, Wyoming.

Last Saturday night, April 23, we arrived at your restaurant at 5:45 p.m.  We were not seated at a table 
until almost 6:15 p.m.   The food server had long, unkempt hair that fell into our water glasses as she put the 
water on our table.  Her attitude was careless and unfriendly.  She took our order and then disappeared for one 
hour.  When the food finally arrived, it was cold and thoroughly unappealing.

I asked to speak with a manager, but was rudely informed that she was too busy.  We paid the $18.63 
bill and walked out.  I look forward to your comments concerning this atrocious evening.

37. What is the meaning of the word atrocious as it is used in the last paragraph?

A. boring
B. self-serving
C. arrogant
D. horrible

38. When did the couple eat at the restaurant?

A. ten years ago
B. last Saturday morning
C. last Saturday night
D. ten days ago

39. The writer of the letter will most likely ___________________________________________.

A. stay away from the restaurant unless she receives an apology
B. encourage her friends to try the restaurant
C. throw out the letter before sending it
D. change her mind and eat at the restaurant next week
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8th-read
Answer Key
2/15/2004

 
1. B Cause and Effect - C
2. A Cause and Effect - C
3. A Cause and Effect - C
4. D Contextual Understanding - B
5. C Contextual Understanding - B
6. C Contextual Understanding - B
7. B Dialogue: Historical
8. D Dialogue: Historical
9. A Dialogue: Historical
10. D Dialogue: Long Passage - C
11. A Dialogue: Long Passage - C
12. B Dialogue: Long Passage - C
13. B Fact and Opinion - C
14. A Fact and Opinion - C
15. C Fact and Opinion - C
16. D Long Passage - G
17. D Long Passage - G
18. C Long Passage - G
19. C Long Passage - J
20. C Long Passage - J
21. A Long Passage - J
22. A Short Story - J
23. B Short Story - J
24. D Short Story - J
25. B Recipe - C
26. D Recipe - C
27. B Recipe - C
28. C Technical
29. A Technical
30. C Technical
31. B Biography - A
32. B Biography - A
33. B Biography - A
34. C Biography - B
35. B Biography - B
36. A Biography - B
37. D Grievance Letter
38. C Grievance Letter
39. A Grievance Letter
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8th-math
2/15/2004

Student Name: ___________________________

Class: ___________________________

Date: ___________________________

Instructions: Read each question carefully and circle the correct answer.

1. What is the value of b?

b - 57 + 42 = 60

A. 75
B. 159
C. -15
D. -39

2. Solve for y. 

18 + y = 45

A. y = -27
B. y = 27
C. y = -63
D. y = 63

3. What is the value of m?

m + (7.8 - 1.2) = 54.2

A. - 47.6
B. 45.2
C. 47.6
D. 60.8
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4. Solve for x. 

A. x = -3
B. x = 3
C. x = -75
D. x = 75

5. Solve for q.

A. 24
B. - 24
C. 216
D. - 216

6. Solve for t. 

7t = -56

A. t = -392
B. t = 392
C. t = -8
D. t = 8

7. Evaluate the expression with a = -11. 

(5a - 3) - (8a - 6)

A. -140
B. -152
C. 24
D. 36
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8. Solve for x. 

15 - (2x - 4) = 5

A. x = -3
B. x = 3
C. x = -7
D. x = 7

9. Solve for y. 

4 - ( y + 9) = 10

A. y = 15
B. y = -15
C. y = 3
D. y = -3

10. Simplify and evaluate the expression for x = 9.

6 - 5(3 - 5(2 - 3x))

A. -634
B. 616
C. 141
D. 50

11. Simplify and evaluate the expression for a = -0.5, b = 2.5.

2.5a - 3b(-4.1 + a(-3.3b - b) - b) + a

A. -457.0125
B. 7.4375
C. -21.225
D. 37.95

12. Simplify and evaluate the expression for x = -1, y = 1/2.

7y - 1(2 + 5x - 8(3 - 7x))

A. 90 1/2
B. 86 1/2
C. 4.5
D. -207 1/2
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13. Find the missing number.

1, 6, 11, 16, ?, 26, 31

A. 17
B. 20
C. 23
D. 21

14. Find the missing number.

0.2, 0.4, ?, 0.8, 1.0

A. 0.5
B. 0.7
C. 0.6
D. 6.0

15. If these number patterns continue, which pattern will need the fewest additional numbers to reach or 
exceed 200?

A. 9, 18, 27, 36, 45, ...
B. 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, ...
C. 5, 10, 20, 40, 80, ...
D. 20, 40, 60, 80, 100, ...

16. For what value of y will the relation NOT be a function?

A. y = 1/3
B. y = 8
C. y = -2
D. y = -3

17. For what value of n will the relation NOT be a function?

A. n = -3
B. n = 2
C. n = 4
D. n = 8

Test Set #24 - Page  4



18. On your own piece of paper, graph this relation:  x equals y added to two.  Then, choose the option that 
correctly answers the following question.

What are two possible coordinate points for the relation x equals y added to two?

A.

B.

C.

D.

19. Solve the inequality.

A. n > 25
B. n > 150
C. n > 205
D. n > 250

20. Solve the inequality.

n - 3 < 5

A. n < 2
B. n > 8
C. n < 8
D. n = 2

21. What is the first step in solving the following compound inequality?

A. Divide each expression by 6.
B. Flip the inequality signs.
C. Add 18 to each expression.
D. Isolate the variable.
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22. Yesterday, Mikka went to the grocery store.  She bought 1/3 pound of peaches that cost 39¢ per pound.  
She also bought a loaf of bread for $1.22 and a gallon of orange juice for $3.76.  The sales tax in 
Mikka's state is 6.5%.  She gave the clerk at the store a $10.00 bill and 18 pennies. How much money 
did Mikka spend at the grocery store?

A. $4.74
B. $8.43
C. $5.44
D. $5.11

23. The training session held 50 people.  On Monday 38 people attended.  On Wednesday  46 people 
attended.  On Thursday only 1/2 as many as Wednesday's group attended. How many people attended 
this week?

A. 107 people
B. 38 people
C. 157 people
D. 134 people

24. Three friends split 1 1/8 pounds of peanuts.  The peanuts cost $1.25 per pound. How many pounds will 
each person get?

A. 1/4 pound
B. 3/8 pound
C. 1/2 pound
D. 5/8 pound

25. Find the missing symbol.

(8 x 8)  ?  (7 x 7) = 15

A. +
B. -
C. x
D. ÷ 

26. Find the missing symbol.

(144 ÷  10)  ?  3.4 = 11

A. +
B. -
C. x
D. ÷ 

Test Set #24 - Page  6



27. 100 times n is 5.

What is the value of n?

A. 5
B. 0.05
C. 0.5
D. 2

28. Jason bought 3 times as many magazines as Cindy.  Cindy bought 2 times as many as Peter.  Alex 
bought 5 more than Peter.  Alex bought 7 magazines. How many magazines did Cindy buy?

A. 7 magazines
B. 4 magazines
C. 14 magazines
D. 10 magazines

29. Use the table of zoo prices to answer the question.

Mr. and Mrs. Gryswold bought six-month passes for themselves and their one child.  They also bought 
two adult one-day passes for Aunt Edna and Uncle Vinnie.  How much did the Gryswolds spend?

A. $843.00
B. $861.00
C. $83.50
D. $1425.00

30. Kari bought 3 dozen cookies and 2 gallons of milk for $9.54. One gallon of milk costs $2.43. How much 
did one cookie cost?

A. $0.59
B. $1.56
C. $0.13
D. $0.39
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31. Which of the following best completes the number sentence?

8         = (8 x 3) + (4 x 8)

A. x (3 x 4)
B. + (3 x 4)
C. x (3 + 4)
D. + (3 + 4)

32. Which answer best completes the number sentence?

(-5 x -8) + (-5 x 7) =        

A. -5 x 1
B. -5 x -1
C. -5 x 15
D. -5 x -15

33. Which answer best completes the following number sentence?
0.42 + 0.34 + -0.73 = ____

A. -0.06
B. -0.03
C. 0.06
D. 0.03

34. Find the equivalent form.

A.

B.

C.

D.
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35. Find the equivalent form.

A.

B.

C.

D.

36. Solve for the value of x.

A. x = 78.5
B. 12 < x < 13
C. x = 13
D. 78 < x < 79

37. Round to the nearest cent when necessary.

14 bagels cost $4.98.

How much does one bagel cost?

A. $0.36
B. $0.42
C. $1.25
D. $0.12
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38. Round to the nearest cent when necessary.

A half a dozen doughnuts cost $3.49.

How much does one doughnut cost?

A. $0.29
B. $0.50
C. $1.75
D. $0.58

39. Round to the nearest cent when necessary.

Which of the following is the best price?

A. 25 for $36.10
B. 30 for $40.00
C. 10 for $23.95
D. 50 for $69.88

40. Round your answer to the nearest hundredth when necessary.

To get a certain shade of purple, Ginnie needs to mix red paint with blue paint in the ratio of 6:7.

How many quarts of red paint does Ginnie need to mix with 11 quarts blue paint?

A. 12.83 quarts
B. 462 quarts
C. 9.43 quarts
D. 0.08 quarts

41.    28   14
If -- = --, then x is   ?  .
   10    x

A. 140
B. 5
C. 10
D. 28
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42. To get a certain shade of orange, Raul needs to mix red paint with yellow paint in the ratio of 5:2.  

Which of the following equations shows how many quarts of red paint Raul needs to mix with 4 quarts 
yellow paint?

A. 5/2 = x/4
B. 5/2 = 4/x
C. 5/8 = x
D. 8/5 = x

43. Mark weighs 60 more pounds than Dave. Dave weighs twice as much as Megan. Megan weighs 120 
pounds. How much does Mark weigh?

A. 300 pounds
B. 180 pounds
C. 120 pounds
D. 240 pounds

44. Michele is 10 years older than Bob. Bob is twice as old as Janet. Janet is 39 years old. How old is 
Michele?

A. 88 years old
B. 68 years old
C. 29 years old
D. 9 years old

45. Antonio weighs more than 200 pounds.  Last year, he weighed 155 pounds.

How much weight could he have gained?

A. n = 45 pounds
B. n > 45 pounds
C. n < 45 pounds
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46. The following graph represents Samantha's monthly budget.

What percent does Samantha spend on books? 

A. 5%
B. 10%
C. 20%
D. 50%

47. The following graph shows the number of books that Charles and Abbey read each month.

Together, how many books did Charles and Abbey read?

A. 15 books
B. 18 books
C. 25 books
D. 28 books
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48. The following is a graph showing the sales from three cellular phone stores.

In which year were sales of cellular phones the greatest?

A. 1993
B. 1994
C. 1995
D. 1996

49. This graph represents a company's actual and estimated sales for January through May.

In February, how many more sales did the company estimate than there actually were?

A. 90 sales
B. 75 sales
C. 15 sales
D. 5 sales
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50. Use the graph to answer the question.

In which month did product B sell the most units?

A. July
B. June
C. September
D. August

51. This graph represents a company's actual and estimated sales for January through May.

How many actual sales were there in January?

A. 90 actual sales
B. 85 actual sales
C. 80 actual sales
D. 75 actual sales

Test Set #24 - Page 14



52. Mike conducted a poll to see how many people liked the food served in the cafeteria.  In the poll, Mike 
found that 13 of the 125 people polled liked the food.

If there are 700 people in the school, how many people can Mike expect to like the food?

A. 73 people
B. 70 people
C. 588 people
D. 5.6 people

53. The baseball stadium holds 62,000 people.  Loni wanted to find out how many of these people recycled 
aluminum cans.  She polled 475 people.  Of the 475 people polled, 323 said that they did recycle 
aluminum cans.

If the stadium was sold out, how many of the people could be expected to recycle aluminum cans?

A. 91,744 people
B. 6,800 people
C. 42,160 people
D. 21,080 people

54. A local radio station is having a contest to win a brand new car. They have put a check for $10,000 in a 
car that is in a parking lot full of cars. To win the car, you need to have the key to the car. There are six 
sedans, five sports cars, eight sport utility vehicles, two luxury cars, and seven trucks. What is the 
probability that the check will be in a luxury car?

A. 1/14
B. 3/14
C. 4/14
D. 13/14

Test Set #24 - Page 15



55. Use the table to answer the question.  Round to the nearest cent when necessary.

Which store is the most expensive for one folder?

A. store D
B. store A
C. store E
D. store C

56. Use the table to answer the question.  Round to the nearest cent when necessary.

How much more is one folder at Store E than at Store C?

A. $0.25
B. $0.01
C. $0.02
D. The item is the same price at both stores.
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57. Use the table to answer the question.  Round to the nearest cent when necessary.

Denny bought 3 pencils, 1 pen and 2 folders at Store E.  How much did he spend?

A. $1.00
B. $0.90
C. $1.05
D. $0.95

58. Find the value of the ? in the given statement.

A. 4
B. 2
C. -2
D. -3

59. Find the value of the ? in the given statement.

A. 2,305
B. 230.5
C. 23.05
D. 235
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60. Find the value of the ? in the given statement.

A. 3,240,000
B. 324,000
C. 3,240
D. 32,400

61. Use the figure to answer the question.

Which of the following names a chord?

A. line segment EF
B. line segment FA
C. line segment AC
D. line segment CE
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62. Use the figure to answer the question.

Which of the following names a diameter?

A. line segment DB
B. line segment EF
C. line segment CE
D. line segment AC

63. Fill in the blank.

Point B is the center of the circle.  Chord AC is ________.

A. a central angle
B. a diameter
C. an arc
D. a radius
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64. These two triangles are congruent.

FDE is equal to 110º . DEF is equal to 39º .  What is RST equal to?

A. 110º 
B. 31º 
C. 70º 
D. 39º 

65. These two triangles are congruent.

If Side AC is equal to 18 inches, then Side DF is equal to _______.

A. 5 inches
B. 18 inches
C. 23 inches
D. 19 inches

66. These two triangles are congruent.

What is the measure of DFE?

A. 119º 
B. 58º 
C. 61º 
D. 122º 
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67. What point has the coordinates (4, -2)?

A. A
B. D
C. E
D. H

68. Which point is named by the coordinates (-3, -4)?

A. point F
B. point D
C. point B
D. point E
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69. What letter is at point (-2, -3)?

A. A
B. B
C. C
D. D

70. A rectangular prism has 8 vertices.

How many edges does it have?

A. 6 edges
B. 12 edges
C. 16 edges
D. 64 edges

71. A square pyramid has 5 faces. 

How many vertices does it have?

A. 4 vertices
B. 10 vertices
C. 8 vertices
D. 5 vertices

72. A cube has 6 sides. 

How many vertices does it have?

A. 4 vertices
B. 6 vertices
C. 8 vertices
D. 16 vertices
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73. Which equation best represents the graph?

A. y = 1/2 x
B. x = 1/2 y - 1
C. x = 1/2 x - 1
D. y = 2x

74. If x = 0 and y = 2x, how many solutions to the equation are possible?

A. 0
B. 2
C. 1
D. An infinite number.
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75. Which equation best represents the graph?

A. x = 2y + 1
B. x = 2y - 1
C. y = 2x + 1
D. y = -2x + 1

76. What is the point of intersection?

A. Z
B. W
C. A
D. Y
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77. Which of the following is a line?

A. line WZ
B. line WY
C. line ZY
D. line XY

78. Fill in the blank.

A line has _________________.

A. two endpoints
B. one endpoint
C. more than three endpoints
D. no endpoints

79. Holly, Pedro, Oliver, Chris, and Tammy drew different geometric figures: a circle, a pentagon, a 
trapezoid, a hexagon, and an octagon.  No person's name begins with the same first letter as that person's 
drawing.  Chris, Pedro, and Tammy drew figures with more than 4 sides.  Chris' drawing has the most 
sides.  Oliver's drawing has exactly one pair of parallel lines.

Which person drew the trapezoid

A. Pedro
B. Tammy
C. Chris
D. Oliver
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80. Holly, Pedro, Oliver, Chris, and Tammy drew different geometric figures: a circle, a pentagon, a 
trapezoid, a hexagon, and an octagon.  No person's name begins with the same first letter as that person's 
drawing.  Chris, Pedro, and Tammy drew figures with more than 4 sides.  Chris' drawing has the most 
sides.  Oliver's drawing has exactly one pair of parallel lines.

Which person drew the circle?

A. Pedro
B. Tammy
C. Holly
D. Oliver

81. The Morell family wants to buy a new stereo system.  The stereo costs $350 dollars.  They are trying to 
decide the best method for buying the stereo.  

METHOD 1:  Use the store's payment plan.  The Morell family will pay the store $23.00 a month for 18 
months.
METHOD 2:  Withdraw the $350 in cash from their savings account.  The Morell family would then put 
$15 into the savings account every two weeks.
METHOD 3:  Use a credit card and pay the minimum amount of $20 each month.  A finance charge of 
16.5% will be added each month for the amount not yet paid.

If the Morell family chooses METHOD 1, how much will the family actually pay for the stereo?
(HINT: Round answer to the nearest whole number.)

A. $386.00
B. $396.00
C. $64.00
D. $414.00

82. Fill in the blank.

Similar figures have  ____________________________.

A. different sizes and shapes
B. the same size, but a different shape
C. the same size and shape
D. different sizes, but the same shape
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83. These two rectangles are similar. What is the value of Y?

A. 2 inches
B. 18 inches
C. 6 inches
D. 51 inches

84. The following triangles are similar. What is the value of X?

A. 0.8 cm
B. 5 cm
C. 125 cm
D. 1.25 cm

85. Which transformation was performed on the following figure?

A. Rotation
B. Reflection
C. Translation
D. Dilation

86. Choose the coordinates of the point that is the reflection over the x-axis of the point Q (6, 3).

A. (-6, 3)
B. (-6, -3)
C. (6, -3)
D. (6, 3)
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87. Which transformation was performed on the following figure?

A. Rotation
B. Reflection
C. Translation
D. Dilation

88. Choose the option that lists all of the lines of symmetry that are shown for the following figure.

A. AD, BC
B. EF, GH
C. AD, BC, EF, GH
D. There are no lines of symmetry.
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89. How many lines of symmetry are there in the following figure?

A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4

90. Choose the option that lists all of the lines of symmetry that are shown for the following figure.

A. EF, GH
B. BC, EF, GH
C. AD, BC, GH
D. AD, BC, EF, GH
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91. If point Q was reflected about the y-axis, what would be its new coordinates?

A. (6, 4)
B. (-6, 4)
C. (6, -4)
D. (-6, -4)

92. What will the coordinates of point L be if figure LMJK is rotated around point H so that point J is at
(4, 4)?

A. (4, 0)
B. (2, 2)
C. (6, 2)
D. (4, 4)
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93. The x-axis is the line of symmetry for figure JKLM.  What is the reflection point of point K?

A. (2, -2)
B. (-2, -2)
C. (2, 2)
D. (-2, 2)

94. Choose the best estimate for the length of a dog.

A. 2.5 cm
B. 2.5 km
C. 2.5 in
D. 2.5 ft

95. Choose the measurement that is the most precise.

A. 152 mm
B. 15 cm
C. 1.5 m
D. They are all of equal precision.

96. Choose the best estimate for the thickness of a textbook.

A. 1.5 in
B. 1.5 mm
C. 1.5 km 
D. 1.5 ft
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97. What is the area of a rectangle that is 11.24 centimeters long and 61.8 centimeters wide?

A. 347.316 square centimeters
B. 73.04 square centimeters
C. 694.632 square centimeters
D. 146.08 square centimeters

98. What is the value of x?

Round the answer to the nearest tenth.

A. 287.3 cm
B. 49.6 cm
C. 12.4 cm
D. 24.8 cm

99. What is the value of x?

Round the answer to the nearest hundredth.

A. 3.98 m
B. 56.56 m
C. 18.79 m
D. 8.00 m

100. What is the circumference of a circle with a diameter equal to 4 centimeters?

A. 16 cm
B. 1.27 cm
C. 0.785 cm
D. 12.56 cm
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101. The circumference of a circle is 28.26 meters.

What is the diameter of the circle?

A. 3.14 m
B. 0.11 m
C. 88.74 m
D. 9 m

102. What is the circumference of the circle?

A. 490.63 cm
B. 157 cm
C. 39.25 cm
D. 78.5 cm

103. Which of the following is the best estimate for how much a needle weighs?

A. gram
B. milligram
C. kilogram
D. dekagram

104. Which of the following is the best estimate for how much an orange weighs?

A. 75 kg
B. 75 g
C. 75 mg
D. 75 tons

105. Which of the following is the best estimate for how much a car weighs?

A. 2 kg
B. 2 tons
C. 2 dag
D. 2 hg
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106. What is the perimeter of a rectangle with a width equal to 45 feet and a length twice as long as the 
width?

A. 270 feet
B. 180 feet
C. 135 feet
D. 2025 feet

107. Sunjung and Dave built a square sandbox for the neighborhood kids.  One side of the sandbox is 15 feet 
long.

What is the perimeter of the sandbox?

A. 60 feet
B. 225 feet
C. 120 feet
D. 45 feet

108. What is the perimeter of a triangle with each side equal to 84 inches?

A. 336 inches
B. 126 inches
C. 252 inches
D. 168 inches

109. Jim drew this scale drawing of his house.

Jim used the scale 2 centimeters equals 4 meters.  What is the actual width of Jim's bedroom?

A. 40 meters
B. 4 meters
C. 8 meters
D. 16 meters
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110. This is the layout of the McDougal's backyard.  The scale is 1 centimeter to 5 meters.  The deck is 0.45 
centimeters from the pool on the layout.

What is the actual distance between the deck and the pool?

A. 0.9 meters
B. 19.8 meters
C. 2.25 meters
D. 1.13 meters

111. This is a scale drawing of Lincoln Junior High School.

The scale used is 3.5 inches equals 7 feet.  What is the actual width of the restrooms?

A. 49 feet
B. 24.5 feet
C. 21 feet
D. 14 feet
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112. What is the total weight of the items in the table?

A. 42.2 kg
B. 10.07 kg
C. 6.7652 kg
D. 9.53 kg

113.   5 yd  2 ft  9 in
+       1 ft  7 in

A. 6 yd  1 ft  6 in
B. 6 yd  1 ft  4 in
C. 6.16 yd
D. 5 yd  1 ft  2 in

114. What is the total length of the objects listed in the table?

A. 2 meters  42 centimeters  2 millimeters
B. 3 meters
C. 2 meters  70 centimeters
D. 2 meters  32 centimeters
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115. Find the volume of the block.

A. 47.19 cubic meters
B. 18 cubic meters
C. 32.96 cubic meters
D. 94.38 cubic meters

116. What is the volume of a block that is 1.8 meters long, 2.3 meters wide, and 0.9 meters high?

A. 5 cubic meters
B. 3.69 cubic meters
C. 3.726 cubic meters
D. 5.041 cubic meters

117. What is the volume of a block that is 4 centimeters long, 10 centimeters wide and 3.4 centimeters high?

A. 108 cubic centimeters
B. 136 cubic centimeters
C. 17.4 cubic centimeters
D. 43.3 cubic centimeters

118. Which of the following numbers is greater than the others?

A. 1/2
B. 100%
C. 3/4
D. 0.9
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119. Which of the following could be the value of y?

     y
    --- = 81%
    100

A. 8.1
B. 81
C. 9
D. 19

120. Which of the following statements is true?

A. 9/8  <  1 1/8
B. 2/3  =  2.3
C. 5/3  > 1 1/3
D. 9.56 < 9.5

121. What is the value of X?

87.5% = 0.875 = X

A. 875/100
B. 7/8
C. 8 3/4
D. 1 37/100

122. Which of the following is another way to write 70%?

A. 7/100
B. 7/10
C. 0.07
D. 7.0

123. Which of the following is another way to write 1%?

A. 10/10
B. 0.01
C. 0.1
D. 1
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124. Beverly wants to borrow $7,000 to buy a used car.  She wants to borrow the money for 3 years at a 
simple interest rate of 9% per year.

How much interest will Beverly pay over the three years?

A. $630
B. $1,890
C. $2,100
D. $2,333

125. Butch wants to borrow $3,600 to buy a ski-mobile.  He wants to borrow the money for 18 months at an 
interest rate of 7.25% per year.

How much interest will Butch pay over the eighteen months?

A. $1,098.00
B. $4,698.00
C. $3,208.50
D. $391.50

126. The Camping Store is having a sale.  The discount is 15% on all items.

If the original price of a tent is $79.75, what is the sale price?

A. $5.32
B. $91.71
C. $11.96
D. $67.79

127. Three friends were talking about the meaning of an isosceles triangle. Cheryl said, "It is a figure with 3 
equal sides". Terry said, " It is a figure with 3 sides, two of which are equal". Tom said, "It is a figure 
with 3 sides". Whose description is the MOST accurate?

A. Cheryl
B. Terry
C. Tom
D. None of the 3 friends were correct.
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128. Which word best describes the following numbers?

A. Integers
B. Real numbers
C. Irrational numbers
D. Whole numbers

129. Amaya is the entertainment writer for the school paper. She is allowed to use 2 pages for her articles. 
There are 30 lines of type on each page. The sports section is 3 pages long. The average line contains 15 
words. How many words are there in Amaya's entertainment section?

A. 120 words
B. 900 words
C. 1350 words
D. 150 words

130. Find the common factors of 18 and 24.

A. 4, 8, 9, 12, 18, 24
B. 3, 4, 6, 8
C. 1, 2, 3, 6
D. 1, 18, 24

131. Find the least common multiple of 16 and 4.

A. 16
B. 8
C. 4
D. 2

132. Find the greatest common factor for 24 and 32.

A. 1
B. 4
C. 16
D. 8
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133. Identify the following number as either prime or composite.

39

A. prime
B. composite

134. Which of the following equations has prime factors?

A. 42 = 2 x 3 x 7
B. 18 = 9 x 2
C. 40 = 2 x 4 x 5
D. 28 = 4 x 7

135. Which of the following equations has prime factors?

A. 16 = 4 x 4
B. 100 = 5 x 2 x 5 x 2
C. 500 = 5 x 10 x 10
D. 12 = 3 x 4

136. Show how to read this number:  101,600,006,402

A. 101 million, 600 thousand, 642
B. 101 billion, 600 million, 6 thousand, 402
C. 101 million, 600 thousand, 6 hundred, 402
D. 101 billion, 600 million, 6 thousand, 402 hundred

137. Show how to read this number: 54,622,000,800

A. 54 million, 622 thousand, 800
B. 54 billion, 622 million, 800
C. 54 billion, 622 million, 800 thousand
D. 54 billion, 622 thousand, eight

138. Show how to read this number: 482,376,043,112.

A. 482 billion, 376 million, 43 thousand, 112
B. 482 hundred billion, 376 hundred million, 43 thousand, 112
C. 482 million, 376 hundred thousand, 43 thousand, 112
D. 482 hundred thousand, 376 ten thousand, 43 thousand, 112
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1. A Equations: Addition/Subtraction
2. B Equations: Addition/Subtraction
3. C Equations: Addition/Subtraction
4. C Equations: Multiplication/Division
5. D Equations: Multiplication/Division
6. C Equations: Multiplication/Division
7. D Equations: Order of Operations
8. D Equations: Order of Operations
9. B Equations: Order of Operations
10. A Expressions: Evaluating & Simplifying
11. B Expressions: Evaluating & Simplifying
12. B Expressions: Evaluating & Simplifying
13. D Function/Pattern - C
14. C Function/Pattern - C
15. C Function/Pattern - C
16. B Functions: Relations and Types
17. C Functions: Relations and Types
18. D Functions: Relations and Types
19. D Inequalities - B
20. C Inequalities - B
21. C Inequalities - B
22. C Irrelevant/Missing Info - B
23. A Irrelevant/Missing Info - B
24. B Irrelevant/Missing Info - B
25. B Missing Elements - E
26. B Missing Elements - E
27. B Missing Elements - E
28. B Multiple-step Story Problems - F
29. B Multiple-step Story Problems - F
30. C Multiple-step Story Problems - F
31. C Properties - E
32. B Properties - E
33. D Properties - E
34. A Radicals and Roots
35. C Radicals and Roots
36. B Radicals and Roots
37. A Rates
38. D Rates
39. B Rates
40. C Ratio/Proportion - C
41. B Ratio/Proportion - C
42. A Ratio/Proportion - C
43. A Story Problems
44. A Story Problems
45. B Story Problems
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46. A Data Analysis
47. D Data Analysis
48. D Data Analysis
49. C Graphs (Bar) - E
50. D Graphs (Bar) - E
51. C Graphs (Bar) - E
52. A Probability/Statistics - C
53. C Probability/Statistics - C
54. A Probability/Statistics - C
55. B Tables - F
56. D Tables - F
57. D Tables - F
58. D Scientific Notation
59. C Scientific Notation
60. D Scientific Notation
61. C Circle Parts - B
62. D Circle Parts - B
63. B Circle Parts - B
64. A Congruence (SAS/ASA)
65. B Congruence (SAS/ASA)
66. C Congruence (SAS/ASA)
67. B Coordinate Geometry - D
68. D Coordinate Geometry - D
69. B Coordinate Geometry - D
70. B Figures - E
71. D Figures - E
72. C Figures - E
73. A Graphing Equations - A
74. C Graphing Equations - A
75. C Graphing Equations - A
76. C Lines/Segments/Points/Rays
77. B Lines/Segments/Points/Rays
78. D Lines/Segments/Points/Rays
79. D Logical Reasoning - B
80. C Logical Reasoning - B
81. D Logical Reasoning - B
82. D Similarity - A
83. C Similarity - A
84. B Similarity - A
85. B Spatial Relationships - B
86. C Spatial Relationships - B
87. D Spatial Relationships - B
88. D Symmetry - B
89. B Symmetry - B
90. A Symmetry - B
91. A Transformation
92. A Transformation
93. A Transformation
94. D Accuracy - B
95. A Accuracy - B
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96. A Accuracy - B
97. C Area of Rectangle - D
98. D Area of Rectangle - D
99. A Area of Rectangle - D
100. D Circumference - B
101. D Circumference - B
102. D Circumference - B
103. B Mass/Capacity - C
104. B Mass/Capacity - C
105. B Mass/Capacity - C
106. A Perimeter - C
107. A Perimeter - C
108. C Perimeter - C
109. C Scale Drawing
110. C Scale Drawing
111. D Scale Drawing
112. B Units of Measurement - D
113. B Units of Measurement - D
114. C Units of Measurement - D
115. A Volume - D
116. C Volume - D
117. B Volume - D
118. B Comparison
119. B Comparison
120. C Comparison
121. B Equivalent Forms: Dec./Fract./Percent
122. B Equivalent Forms: Dec./Fract./Percent
123. B Equivalent Forms: Dec./Fract./Percent
124. B Story Problems Percents - B
125. D Story Problems Percents - B
126. D Story Problems Percents - B
127. B Evaluating Solutions - A
128. B Evaluating Solutions - A
129. B Evaluating Solutions - A
130. C Divisibility/Multiples/Factors - B
131. A Divisibility/Multiples/Factors - B
132. D Divisibility/Multiples/Factors - B
133. B Prime/Composite Numbers - B
134. A Prime/Composite Numbers - B
135. B Prime/Composite Numbers - B
136. B Read Numerals - C
137. B Read Numerals - C
138. A Read Numerals - C
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